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BI NEW ORLEANS 8-11-39 
DIRECTOR " , , . .t^'^^H^V- 

RE LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS, INFORMATION CONCERNING. TWO MA-Hr-FRAUB -» 
INDICTMENTS EXPECTED TO BE RETURNED BY FEDERAL GRAND JURY, NEW ORLEANS, 

MONDAY AGAINST G EOR GE^ CALD WELL_.SJJ PT . CONSTRUCTION LOUISIANA STATE i 

. ' , - . < ^ 

UNIVERSITY, INVOLVING KICKBACKS CALDWELL RECEIVED FROM CONTRACTS -J* 

BETWEEN LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY AND CONTRACTORS. ASSISTANT UNITED I 

STATES ATTORNEYS, NEW ORLEANS, PROCEEDED TO DALLAS FOR REMOVAL HEARING^* 

ON FBEMA^URFORD, INDICTED BY FEDERAL GRAND JURY HERE IN CONNECTION % 

WITH VIOLATION OF CONNALLY ACT, AS BURFORD IS FIGHTING REMOVAL. ^9 

RE UNKNOWN SUBJECT, ABE 9 SHUSHAN JURY, OCTOBER 5, 1935, TAMPERING WITH** 

JURY. TAYLOR SEGUE, NEGRO, ONE OF THE JURORS, CALLED THIS OFFICE FR08 

WASHINGTON DC THAT HE WAS AT 5120 WASHINGTON PLACE, CARE OF W, T. I 

MALVAN, TELEPHONE ATLANTIC 0012. UNITED STATES ATTORNEY HERE WIRED | 

SEGUE TO APPEAR IN NEW ORLEANS FOR SERVICE OF SUBPOENA WHICH HE REFUSED 

TO DO SO UNITED STATES MAI&AL, WASHINGTON DC, WAS REQUESTED TO SERVE 



SUPOENA ON SEGUE. 0. JOHN ROGGE REQUESTED 'vS^cr^SX^M-XSSSSSS^ 
SEGUE LEFT WASHINGTON DC, TIME HE. LEFT, THE j^X- 
OF HIS ARRIVAL HERE. ALSO REQUESTING THAT 
ORLEANS HE BE IMMEDIATELY CO^CTED AND BR01 
ATTORNEYS OFFICE. IF THE^§UR£AU AUTHORIZES 
ING SEGUES DEPARTURE FROM WASHINGTON IT IS l) ! 



ttwT OF JUW E J " 




IMMEDIATELY HAVE THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION CONTACT THE UNITED _ % 
STATES MARSHAL THERE AND CONDUCT THE INVESTIGATION REQUESTED BY ROGGE 
RELATIVE TO THE DEPARTURE AND THEREAFTER IMMEDIATELY NOTIFY THE NEW 
ORLEANS OFFICE OF THE RESULTS. THE BUREAJ| IS REQUESTED TO IMMEDATELY 
NOTIFY THIS OFFICE IF SEGUE SHOULD BE CONTACTED UPON HIS ARRIVAL HERE 
AND TAKEN TO THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS OFFICE. 
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OK FBI WASHINGTON DC OEC : 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of Invest igat ion 
Washington, D. C» 



Dear Sir: 



Re: SHIRIEY MIMBSRET; 
Information Concerning 



JWBG 



Attached^ hereto is a statement by SHIRIZT 
JIMBERLT entitled rPlot^ to JJgisftJ&s State ^Tej^ent^ 
^wSXch "was distributed in New Orleans. 



This statement is being forwarded to the 
Bureau for information purposes. 



Very truly yours, 




QtfDzAIS 
Enclosure 



B. E. SACKETT 

Special Agent in Charge 
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IT'S HIGH TIME 

the Times- Picayune 
regains control of 
louisiana! huey 

LONG AIN'T AROUNDTo< 
KEEP US OUT ANY 
LONGER !!?WI 



for 




MISTER 
STALIN -WE ARE 
M6WBERS OF THE 
CITIZENS VOLUNTARY 
COMMITTEE OF LOUISIANA" 
— WE WANT YOU TO GIVE 
US YOUR BEST IDEAS ON 
HOW TO TAKE A SOVERljI- 
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Plot To Seize The State 

Government! 

i 

Lying Times-Picayune and Corporation Lawyers Itching to Regain 
Political Control of Louisiana Which Huey Long Snatched From Them 



A HIT DOG YELPS! 

On last Monday night I talked over Radio 
Station WDSU about a mis-named outfit calling 
itself the Citiz<a& Voluntary Committee of 
Lonistaia, which h«Waitaelf out as an agency to 
save the State of LeuStyna. 

Th * next morning the newspapers carried 'an 
item that this Committee had warned Radio Sta- 
tion WDSU that if its owrfers allow me to tell 
the truth again over that station that dire and 
terrible things will happen to it, and they fur- 
ther ask Governor Long to repudiate me. Why? 
Why pick on WDSU and Governor Long? I 
made the speech. Not WDSU, nor Governor 
Long. 

This Committee of blue-bloods and corpora- 
tion lawyers has put a gag on the newspapers 
so they can't tell the truth. Now they want to 
shut off the radio so the people of this State 
can t hear the truth spoken at all. And they 
want the Governor of this State to throw over 
his best friends, who have always had his best 
interests at heart and will at least give him 
honest and sincere advice when he needs it, and 
take the members of that bogus committee in as 
a sort of kitchen cabinet to run the State for 
him* 

Who asks for my repudiation? 

Not the poor man or poor woman. 

T ijyho asks that my right of free speech be 
denied to me? 



settled and highly publicized situation in Loui- 
siana as a springing board back into political 
power and control of this State. They have never 
been able to stomach the licking Huey Long 
gave them many years back when he kicked 
tfccnt out and gave control of. thin State *o*D -th« 
hands of the people of Louisiana. 

^ Before the people started running this State 
did anyone ever dream of Free School Books in 
Louisiana? 

Was anyone bold enough ^ thieve that we 
would ever have such things as Homestead ex- 
emptions, where a poor man could own his little 
home and have the tax burden taken off his 
shoulders? 

While these Corporation Lawyers were run- 
ning this State — the same clique that's raising 
so much fuss in the newspapers now — did the 
people enjoy such things as free poll taxes? 
Did we have thousands of miles of paved roads? 
While these out-moded aristocrats who turn up 
, their noses at poor people were running this 
State their way, was this a place where a poor 
man could get sick without becoming a bank- 
rupt while he was trying to get well again? Did 
we have a magnificent hosn*t&*ization system in 
Louisiana then, absolutely free to any poor man, 
woman or child who cannot afford to pay for 
necessary medical care and attention? 

You know as well as I do that we did not. 
This State was ten thousand miles behind in the 
march of progress before Huey Long came 



and corporate interests and they will never in 
this world attack or criticize one of their own. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I understand that that 
period of my political life faring wftiich Z was 
opposed to Senator Huey Long, fa t o* fca ueed to^ 
try to show that ram Insincere^ ItsWlifWi ntr* 

situation. |l 

Now these birds might as well know rfght 
now that I am not going to be put on the de- 
fensive. That's an old political trick and it won't 
work with me. I am merely going to state my 
position regarding that question and ttett I do 
not intend to ever refer to it again. 

I supported Huey P. Long in 1924 when Y 
ran for Governor and in 1928 when he ran atfa* . 
I took the stump and made many speeches for 
him. I was still his friend during the dark days 
of his impeachment. In 1980 he came to New 
Orleans and made one of the few mistakes he 
made during his political life. Be was misled 
into joining forces with a man whose name I 
shall not call, because he is not presently in 
politics, but who was universally despised by- 
every decent person in New Orleans. I told thO 
Senator I would not be a political bed-mate of 
that man then or at any other time and I never 
have. Senator Long, not at that time knowing 
the situation in New Orleans as well as he came 
to know it later, insisted on aligning himself 
with this man and several of his friends and I 
decided we couldn't go along. And we didn't. 
And Huey Long himself, when he finally found 
this man out for the crook he was and kicked 
him on*. t<~M me he hfw" * ' ' 



t>~ vrr ""* A, ~ vv imprison me in a modern 
nastiile where I can only hear the echoes of my 
own voict as it cries out against injustice? I'll 
tell you. 

These are the heartless scoundrels who op- 
posed the distribution of free school books 
among the children of the poor. 

■ Tinsel decorated aristocrats who tried to 
i4P e 3P th B * wain* of the poor children clouded 
t|f nd darkened with ignorance so that they could 
mhe used a* beasts of burden for the rest of their 
;liv(*. 

¥\ ^5° ? 1#ek ' h ^k-nosed gamblers, not 
rhoye in shirtsleeves who shoot "craps" on the 
j corners, bnt fashionably dressed, high-hatted 
-snobs who hoist the price of food on the floors 
, : ^of the cotton and stock exchanges* 

Yet, I'll tell you who wants to send me as an 
**tl# to a : wwly created Siberia — PU tell you, 

A Msiot press, the notorious Times- 
, : aad Daily States. Front, middle 

; and back sold to the Chain Stores and 
\i\ bleated ooirporation*. 

_ A rotten subsidised press, enemy of 
ft»W rights; inveterate foe of organized 
. Mb^girf J*»tar rfJb Common Man. 
Who wants me silenced? 

The ^reactionaries who opposed a net* 
work of paved roads throughout thU State. . 
WHO ELSE? EVERY MAN WHOSE FACE 
WAS CREASED WITH WRINKLES OF 
JOY WHEN THE BLOOD OF THE MAR- 
TYRED HUEY P. LONG STAINED THE 
FLOOR OF THE CAPITAL AT BATON 
ROUGE* 

Well, I don't believe those aristocratic gen- 
tlemen will succeed in scaring the owners and 
operators of WDSU into running for cover. But, 
if they do, there still remains the public plat- 
form and the circular like this one to tell the 
people what's going on in this State. 

And there's plenty going ont 

Please don't ever be mistaken about that. 

There's a well-confected and concerted 
scheme on hand by the lying newspapers and 
the Corporation Lawyers to use the present un- 



the big rich corporations have the iron-clad, 
copper-riveted gall to believe they can make the 
people of Louisiana forget these privileges and 
blessings they enjoy since the shackles fastened 
on them by the moneyed interests were ripped 
off by the late and great Huey P. Long. 

Oh no, you worshippers of Mammon! 

YOU SHALL NOT PASS ! We will not let you 
pass. You will never succeed in your nefarious 
-scheme to fool the good, plain, honest people 
of this State into accepting you as their cham- 
pions and defenders. 

Has any one of these fine birds of the Citi- 
zen's Voluntary Committee of Louisiana that I 
called by his proper name in my radio broadcast 
the other night, questioned the truth of what I 
said? Did the newspapers, which are owned and 
controlled body and soul by these Corporation 
Lawyers, say anything in defense of any indi- 
vidual on that Committee that I talked about? 

NO! They employed quite another method. 
They ran to Radio Station WDSU and told its 
owners: "Don't you dare let that fellow talk 
about us any more. If you do we might sue you !" 

Threats, that's all. Empty, idle threats. They 
will never shut me up, as long as they strut 
around here posing as something they are not. 
As long as they are willing to keep on repre- 
senting big corporations and banks and running 
brokerage shops and big businesses as private 
individuals and stay out of politics where they 
definitely don't belong, I'll have no quarrel with 
them. But if the Times-Picayune and the New 
Orleans States and the Big moneyed interests 
and the other Home Rulers think they are going 
to shut me up by threatening Radio Stations and 
asking the Governor of the State to repudiate 
me, then I say to them here and now that that 
isn't the way to do it. There is but one way and 
that is the way they stopped Huey Long. 

Have you seen the Times-Picayune and the 
New Orleans States and the Citizen's Voluntary 
Committee take out after any individual or con- 
cern in this whole situation who was a banker 
or a broker, with the exception of one little fel- 
low who came to Louisiana only recently and 
who was not himself, a blue-biood? 

No, and you won't see it either. Those news- 
papers get their advertising from the moneyed 
(OVER) 



that man I resumed my friendship with him. I 
was his friend from then until the day he was 
martyred by an assassin's bullet. ~*^^Q> 

Whatever differences I had with Huey Long 
occurred when he was alive and in good health 
and also at the very zenith of his power. I did 
not wait until after he was murdered to disagree 
with him, nor have I made war on his widow 
like the Times-Picayune and the New Orleans 
States did. 

If Huey Long was willing to compose his dif- 
ferences with me and was satisfied to accept 
my friendship two years before his death, that's 
good enough for me. 

The best answer I can possibly make to those 
who seek to brand me as an enemy of Huey 
Long, is that I am, in my humble way, using 
my every energy to defend him against the on- 
slaughts of the enemies he left behind when he 
closed his eyes in death. 

Now, let me get back to this Citizen's Volun- 
tary 1 Committee of Louisiana. Why don't they 
have their lawyers do a little looking at their 
law books and dig up some statute or constitu- 
tional provision of the law which gives them the 
right to displace the fleeted officials of this 
State and take over and run* our State Govern- 
ment? 

Or, do they believe that because they were 
born rich and aristocratic they had attached to 
them at birth a sort of Divine right to govern 
such as is claimed by Kings? << 

Don't they know that in this land of ours 
Every Man's A King? 

The people of this State, down to the hum- 
blest of its citizens, reserve the right to vote for 
and elect to office the public officials of their 
choice to run this State for them. 

If I know the people of Louisiana, and I think 
I do, they intend to keep on with that Demo- 
cratic system. 

Therefore, the Times-Picayune and the New 
Orleans States and their fellow wolves-in- 
sheeps-clothing, the blue-nosed members of the 
Citizen's Voluntary Committee would do well 
to take the back seat in Louisiana's politics 
where Huey Long sat them long ago. 

«^^ 41 • SHIRLEY G. WIMBERLY. 
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On Monday evening, July 31, 1939 # subject .... 
over broadcasting station TOSS, Bw,0£U»^ 
Louisiana, delivered a political speech in - v,. '•'••:*%;- 
: ; which he attacked th£ Honorable A^tornesy • , 

General FRANK MUHPH3TV. his aides, and Federal V 
investigators lor their activities in tba in-.. ■ 
vest! gat ion of certain Batters in the State 
of Louisiana* Investigation developed sub- ...^ 
ject is individual practicing attorney at New 
Orleans; is not outstanding lawyer; graduate 
of Loyola Law Schoblj bom New Orleans August 2, 
1899; admitted to Louisiana Bar June 13, 1924; 
admitted practice United States District Court* ^ 
New Orleans, December 5, 19&8 # Newspaper accounts 
j mentioned subject as law jisspciate of Governor 
EARL , K Ji L0NG# United States Attornf^ HEN? yiOSCA, 
New Orleans, informed tfiat Governor LONG contacted 
him and Mr. 0* JOHN R0G^E 5 Msistant Attorney General* 
August B, 1939, wad disapproved subjects radio 
speech* JAMES HAMORRISQN t Hazmsond, Louisiana, 
organizer for theJLouisiana Farmers* Protective 
Union, avowed anti-Louisiana administration citizen, 
bitterly attacked subject' for hie radio speech and 
part iifulircly warned*, subject to leave the Honorabl* 
Attorney General* FRANK MtJKPHY, his aides, and 
decent and honest, citl£e£s of Louisiana alone,' or 
he would put him in/his TLLape * Bureau informed by . 
/ teletype of these developments)^* tHcUCI 
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Nt 0. #62-987 

DETAILS* iM^^/' V..''- At New 6rleaD*v'!*misl^ 

— ; ~% ;: ' vr . ;V V •-■ - ^' 7^ V . >' :>^^^^- , v,-. ' 

-•••^ «i the evening "of July 51, 1959, sufcjfcct; SlfflKUBT (jfeiusb^^^^ ?r 

WBJBSLY, delivered an address py^r broaden* lig 0tati<^iJS)SlJ t H©^ OPleaafii; 
Louisiana, during which address he characterized Federal investigators in " 
Louisiana, engaged in the investigation of Louisiana 4£fairs, as "payroll 
hoys", and criticized the Honorable Attorney General, FRANK MURPHY, for 
fooling around with the 'State* s rights. WUJBERLY also criticized Mr* 
O m JQHN EOGGl^ Assistant Attorney General, for his presence in Hew Orleans, 
In connection with investigation of Louisiana if fairs, and made remarks in 
his speech to Mr* ROGGE that his boss, Mr* MURPHY, might want to run for 
President on the Democratic ticket and, if so, there Bight be a few of us ^ 
Louisiana boys who will talcs the stump in other states and tell the people rv 
of the Attorney General* s activities in the State of Louisiana in connection 
with affairs of the state. 

For information, subject maintains an office in the Fere 
Marquette Building, New Orleans, Louisiana, Room 1012, and on the panel of 
the door of this roon number appears the following: 

— v " ,/ v. ••LAW and NOTARIAL OFFICES ^ , v„, - . . .*r , ; 

EARL K. LONG ' 

, , ... X: • SHIRLEY <*, WIMBERLY , . <r ■ 

""""■H '"^ ' cm! su sehrt ■ " </• ; i* - " : \.-v . : 

\, >, r / J " harry t. wilkins* <* VA - " ■ *yV fc 

The records of the United States District Court, Eastern 
District of Louisiana, New Orleans, Louisiana, show that SHIRLEY WIKBERLY 
was enrolled to practice in the United States pistrict Court on December 3, 
1938* " 

The confidential records of the Louisiana State Bar Association, 
Whitney Building, New Orleans, Louisiana, show that SHIRLEY G # WIMBERLY, born 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, on August 2, 1899, was admitted to the practice of 
law on June 13,* 1924, and is a graduate of Loyola University* s Law School, 
New Orleans; that the subject joined the said bar association on July 3, 
1924, and was dropped on April 9, 1926, on account of non-payment of dues* 
Mr. W. W* YOUNG, Secretary of t&§ Louisiana State Bar Association, and 
associated with a very promin»bt law firm, stated that subject is not an 
outstanding lawyer; that ve^" little is known of the subject by htm. 

The city di rectory Tov the City of New Orleans for the year 
1938 shoves SHIRLEY G. W3KEEPXY as a lawyer, with office at Room 1012, located 
at 150 Baronne Street, New Orleans, Louisiana (tMs is the Pere Marquette 
Building) ; resident address, £665 Rosemary Place, Mew Orleans* 



If. 0. #62-987 

. " ^'^;-i:^^tbe 'records of the Heir 
Incoarporated, American Bank Building, ffa&4m&£ c ontain a '^pqvf^ J 
dated February 19/ 1937, in the n^re^SP^ 
, report sets <?Ut information that this Jj^ividu^ ^esi^a ^t £o£^5^ 
mary Place, New Orleans, is a native of 1few Orleans^- abotti tfiir^^e^ 
years old, married, and in business for himself in Xh$. practice %t ■ . 
at Room 1012 Pare Marquette Building; that the subject fees been ^-'^^^ff'^^y:, 
attorney since 1924, is a graduate of Loyola' University*/' 1984; 'tl^ Itii r^^^^V 
character is well regarded, and his record of thrift' 'is 6nlar' ^al^^-^ljiifl^ 1 ^v^^v^^"".-- 
his worth is little. As to real estate, the report shows' '1;haV^ 
ber 9, 1936, the subject purchased a piece of property at j^fcfaa^ ^^00^^^' 
for $5,542.72, and paid cash of $400 t 00 and assumed a mortgage ,<^j&^7?^?* r: *\ 
The said report also shows that three suit* in the emvti&B -of- ''^^00;' 
1124.00 and $20*00 were filed against the subject during the yeafce -1930 \ : y/. fc £^ 
and 1935, against which judgments were rendered* This report shows 
the subject seems to have succeeded in building up a fair clientele 
apparently yields him a living, although no definite estimate of his income / 
could be obtained, and that, in addition to his law practice, he also holds 
the position of Assistant Attorney for one of the State departments, which 
pays him a moderate salary. 

Mr. RENE VIOSCA, United States Attornejr, New Orleans, infomed r 
that , during the regime of HUET P. LONG sybject SHIRLEY WINTERLY was con- 
nected or aligned with FRANCIS WILLIAMS, candidate t or mayb£ df the city 
of New Orleans, and that WILLIAMS waS a better opjK>tin| of HJTBY P. LONGj ;H: 
that the WILLIAMS faction used WBtBHRLT considerably ia the political ' : 
fight against HUE? P. LONG-, and that WIMBERLI was cons idered erratic and ^ 
vicious. Mr. VIOSCA informed that he was appointed United "States Attorney 
in New Orleans in the year of 1933, and that at that time subject WBTBERLY 
was a very active candidate for appointment as Assistant United States 
Attorney; that the FRANCIS WILLIAMS crowd got NICOLE E» SIMONEAUX, an 
attorney of New Orleans, to talk to him relative to WIMBERLY 1 S appointment 
for the position of Assistant United States Attorney, and that he, Mr. VIOSCA, 
told Mr. SIMONEAUX he would not have WIMBERLY because he was not level-headed 
enough, and was too erratic and abusive,' 1 arid that his acts in political 
activities did not Qualify him for the position. Mr. VIOSCA informed further 
that WIMBERLY 1 S reputation is shady from hearsay information. Further, 
Mr. VIOSCA informed that on Tuesday, ^August 1, 1939, Mr. EARL CHRISTSNBEREY, 
Secretary to Governor EARL K» Lfltftr, from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, telephoned 
to his brother, Mr. PERTERT 7J# ' CHR ISTENBERRY , Assistant United States 
Attorney, at Nev; Orleans, tfeit Governor LONG disapproved of V/UIBEELY'S 
speech the ni^ht cf July 31st, and that theGovernor would visit the United 
States Attorney in pers- i to make knov«n his views relative to WBffiERLY'S 
?peech Vsr* VIOSCA ^ted that on Tuesday afternoon, at about five o'clock, 
Governor LONG personally appeared at his office and in the presence of Kr. 
0, JOHN ROGGE, Assistant Attorney General, disavowed or disapproved the 
vni:F-\RLY speech, and that on this occasion Governor LONG stated that 

-3- 
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w ¥3MBE*LY was never a lair h^''^}^ : r A 
desk space tbe. ^ jWoaa .^B^fi^ ;|p|fj:^h. ^^tk^tnor j^Ste, r fcad occ\^ie4 v : ; K 
in the JPere «arqp« N tte Isuildingj that WJ^ERLT only ihared office expenses ' 
the ss&e as other atooineys .in $hat SHce. <AL v ■ 

- v 5n Wednesday aftdnuxm, J&gusi 8^1.939, # # JAJffiS H»"" : -fe f 

MORRISON, of Hammond, Louisiana, owfehaiiarlfor tiie Louisiana Farmers 1 
Protective Union, and bitter toward the Louisiana State Administration, 
delivered a radio address over Station WJBO of Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
end WDSU, New Orleans, Louisiana, in which lie particularly criticised 
WIMBERLY for his radio speech of July 31st# In this speech MORRISON • : ; - 
accused WIMBBRLY of being a polliwog and worthless character, and bitterly 
warned him to leave the Honorable Attorney General, FRANK WKFHX $ his 
aides, and the decent and. honest citizens of the State of fodlsiana alone^ 
In plain words, Mr. MORRISON admonished WIMBERLY that if he had anybody 
to jump on to jump on him, as he, MORRISON, would very quickly and readily 
put him in his place, the same as he had done before* Mr. MORRISON in 
his speech spoke highly of the splendid work the Attorney General and his 
aides were doing in the State of Louisiana. 

Mr. RENE VIOSCA informed that although he did not hear 
WIMBERLY 1 S speech and was only told of what WIMBERLY had said by some of 
his assistants, he would independently of any investigation conducted by 
this office endeavor to secure from the WSU radio station a copy of 
WIMBERLY'S speech for study and for the purpose of determining whether or 
not WIMBERLY was in contempt of court j that is, whether his speech con- 
tained such matter as to intimidate witnesses, Jurors, and so on. Mr. 
VIOSCA later informed that he had talked to the principals of WDSU radio 
station and was informed that although they had a copy of WIMBERLY* S speech 
nothing was contained therein to indicate a violation of any Federal law, 
and that usually speakers elaborate on matters which are not contained in 
the radio speech, as was the situation in this case. 

Mr. ¥ IOSC A informed, however, that nothing further would be 
done by his office in this matter in view pf the information furnished him 
by the management of WDSU relative to WIMBERLY 1 S speech. 
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT ©TlOanS # XrOUlSlaliA 



FILE NO. 



REPORT MADE AT 

H«w Oxltaos, 
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SYNOPSIS OF FACTS; 



On Monday 




■ f If j ■'**'.- i.. -fii i 



, «t«t Iwoaaoaatln^ statioa 1DSU, jffiwr Qrlaan*, 

^•■^tottlalaa*, a*llv«s*a a political Bpaeaa <*Mvv.\vis^\:^v'*n 
nfeich he attaoloea the Bono^fel*'AttorOT v • 

.< Qmatanx mm Wsym, %t* %i&**t and spl. 

V ^ Vestigatiori of certain Batter* 1a the 1P*t# 
Of Louisiana* Investigation develop iSin. 
Jeot is Individual practicing attorney at Star 
Orleans j is not outstanding lawyer; graduate ^ 
of Loyola Lair School j born Hew Orleans August S y 
1899; admitted to Louisiana Bar Tuna 18, 1924} 
admitted practice United States District Court, 
- Jfew toleans r -Beao»^ 
Mentioned subject as lacw alfrocteio of SoTeraar ''' ; ^-V^ ,; '-'? ; ' 
WRL WK0 # IfnlteA ftj*fc^ Attorney fSOSCA* ;CclE^. 4 * 
Hew Orleans, informed thai tk^ti^r L0SO 4&*taoteA -jf; 
jfdm and Kr t JOHN ROGffl^Mf istsnt Attorney ^nt^Jl^ 
August t t 1959, and r disapprored eubjeot** jrirfie ; "f"j^ ^ 

organiser for the Louisiana Jijtaaera^ •• ' •^ c ^ : ; 

Union, aww«4 anti-Lo^i»iao^m administration aitlz«n 9 
bittaacOy n^teoked eutjeii : : |t| \Mjl radio epeedh and 
p«3^itdttaly warned aubjaot to "leave the Jfemorabla ^ s ; 
Ittorniy Qeneral, 1SAJBC IftJS&T, Ms aides. j. 
decent and Iwnest citizens of Louisiana al^ie f 
he would pa¥ hisi in his ^u^w Inf ors#& 1>y 

teletype of t^ese do^l*$*«**e ' 
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APPROVED AND 

FORWARDED: 



Special agkkt 
in CHA>wrt 



DO MOT WRITS: W THfSS? SPA CCS 



COPIES OF THIS PtEPQRT 

5 Bureau 

Z New Orleans 
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1 /i^^^iiM^ 

federal foreaa of IaYeatigaUo* 

IXff feMft&i feuplo Mldiac 
lea Orleaaf, tbut»l«tti'-- '•?/• " 




i "j.^..-:- Reference I* aade to your' Utter dated luiuit U. 
1939, wherein you adrieed that isvi.tant Attorney General 
0. John Rogge has requested «a in»e*Uietion r*lerant to a 
possible perjury riolatioa on the part of tUlie* George 

The Bureau iwtructe that yo* advi«* Mr. Rogga that : >r 
tba related perjury iaveatigaUon, hiring ariaen frpa a^ - 
Mtter aot within our original investigative Jurisdiction. & - 
should b« referred to the agency baring i*m>etigeii» juria- 
diction over the substantive coapleiat. ' 



Very truly your a f 



Mr. Tftl*» ,r, 

Mr. Nfctfmr 

Mr. K. A. T . 
Mr, Cleg* .. 
Mi-. Coffey .. 
Mr, E««o . 

Mr. Glavin 
r. - t>c«.*i 
Mi if»:'io 



Mi : 

Kr. Be<rf . 

Mr. Quinn Tftif- 
M r. Trr r ? 
Miff C 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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i tf&eral Bureau of In instigation 
l&mteb §tatza fie par f mettt of fustir* 

New Orleans, Louisiana :> , ^ ^ ^ ; T iJ**^ 



August 11, 1939 



Director, . : : : -, > ' • , v. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, . ... . , 

Washington, D # C« " r^WT?' a. > • • •♦.-HKR* 4t 1 

Dear Sir: . . , RE: WILLIAM aBORGE/HELIS 

With a view of possible prosecution for perjury 
and false oath by WILLIAM GEORGE HELIS in connection with the se- 
curing of a passport or citizenship papers and in registering a '. ;^ 
yacht, Assistant United States Attorney General 0. JOHN R0GO2 
has requested this Bureau to make investigation to specifically, 
determine the following: • . 

1 - Was WILLIAM GEORGE HELLS a voter in Kankakee, Illinois in 1916? 

2 - When he enlisted in the National Guard in Missouri about 1918, 
did he make any statement as to citizenship? 




V 



3 - Did HELIS try to register^? ^c ( ^t r ^? J ¥^Ifcrleahs. In 1936 wblflh / ~ 

was denied him because of his not being a eitifefpjepn^ gad BXpSf^y^STIBATiON 
then transfer title to his son so it could be j?egistere( 

4 - Obtain photostatic copy of AGO Record of HELISj relatl 

registration in Kansas City, Missouri, June 5, 

claimed he was not a citizen. ! 

* 

The file in the office of the United States "Attorney" vV^ 
at New Orleans has been reviewed and it contains quite a bit of v^C^ 
correspondence between the Director of ^Naturalization at New Orleans/* . C 
arid the Kansas City office of the Naturalization Bureau, being the v \r 
file apparently built up by the New -Orleans office of the Naturalization 
Bureau. By letter of June 6, 1938, the New Orleans office of the 
Naturalization Bureau requested information from the Kansas City office 
of the same bureau as to whether HELIS had filed declaration of intention 
at Morocco, Indiana, in 1913, he having indicated that such had been the 
case and that thereafter he had voted at Kankakee, Illinois, and con- 
sidered himself a citizen, he ^claiming he was told by election officials 
that one having filed declaration of intention papers was entitled to 
vote. Advice was received^rpm the Kansas City office to the effect 
that up until Septomner -3.4^ 1921, aliens having filed declarations in 
Indiana did vote, ' A #&ter dated July 21, 1938, from GEORGE J. HARRIS, 
District Director, Kansas City, Missouri, to the District Director of 
Bnmigration and Naturalisation at New Orleans, advises that records of 
the National Guard are : Jfcept at Jefferson Cj/ty, Missouri, and that aU 
records on draft are at Washington, D. C #l fend suggests that the ^ 
Adjutant General's Office be requested tb /Furnish photostatic copy of 
HSJS*S questionnaire. A letter under date, of July 26, 1938, from 
COPIES mSTRtjvxn - 



To the Director , 8/11/39 



LEWS lt# MEANS, Adjutant General of the State ©f Missouri, Jefferson 
City, Missouri, to GSORflEB J. HARRIS, Kansas City, Missouri, advises 
that the record of WILLIAM GEORGE HELIS shows that he was bom at 
Trope, Greece, and that nothing was said about his citizenship In 
joining the National Guard, A letter under date of July 13, 1938 1 
from J, F. DELANET, Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization, 
New Orleans, to the District Director of Immigration and Naturalization 
at Kansas City, Missouri, advises that "HELIS claims he was bora October 
17, 1886, at Tropea, Greece, He claims declaration of intention was 
filed at Morocco, Indiana, July 24, 1913, in the county court, and that 
he was told by election officials that he was to all intents and pur- 
poses a citizen; that he believed that he was a citizen until recent 
date when he tried to get a passport and learned that he was still a 
citizen of Greece, HELIS also claimed he enrolled in Company L, 
7th Regiment, Missouri National Guard, at Kansas City, Missouri, within 
two months after the United States entered the war, and that he served 
in the National Guard more than a year; that he was furloughed by 
Captain JONES, Commander of his company, to leave the state soon after 
the armistice was signed. He also claimed he was registered for draft 
at Kansas City, Missouri, in 1917 r and Tsras exempted because he was the 
father of four children. A letter dated August 9, 1938, Adjutant 
General's Office, War Department, to the Commissioner of Immigration 
and Naturalization, United States Department of Labor, Washington, D, C. 
indicates that the records of WILLIAM GEORGE HELIS, Order #1209, 
Serial #1450, registered June 5, 1917, with Local Board #1 at Kansas 
City, Missouri, home address - 517 West 10th Street, Kansas City, 
Missouri - date and place of birth: October 15, 1886, Tropea, Greece; 
occupation - cook. He stated he was married and was a declarent alien, 
a citizen or subject of Greece, He executed a questionnaire and claimed 
classification in Class 4A (a man whose wife and children are mainly 
dependent on his labor for support). Under Series 7 - "Citizenship", 
of the questionnaire, he stated he w&Syyacitizen of the United States, 
and that he did not claim exemption because he was not a citizen. He 
did not fill out the remaining questions under Series 7, The local 
board classified him in Class 4A, The records do not show that he was 
inducted into or otherwise entered the Military Service of the United 
States during the World VJar. 

In the file was contained a photostat of application 
"Master's Oath" - "License of -an Enrolled Vessel" - under date of 
October 5, 1935, signed by igSAJJte GEORGE HELIS. A part of the oath 
indicated that he stated ^gfuas a citizen of the United States, bom 
in Illinois, Tbere" was, also noted in the file a copy of a bill of 
sale from EDV/AHD BUTCrftR TP^SPCETATIOH COMPMTY, 20E Broadway, Houston, 
Texas, selling the yfccht (DOCTOR 3REIKL&Y) to WILLIE: GEORGE HHLIS* 

It \vas learned that a photostatic copy of the AGO 
Record of wTLLIAK HELIS, as mentioned in this letter, had already been 




To the Director, 8/11/3* N: 



requested of the Adjutant General's Office by the United States 
Attorney's Office. 

ALFRED. TETON, Special Assistant to the Attorney General, 
who is handling this matter, advised that the local Immigration office 
had apparently had so much pressure put on them to permit citizen- 
ship papers to he Issued to HELIS that they would, perhaps, not make 
a good investigation* He did not indicate, however, that they had 

ever been requested to investigate this matter » 

* * * . 

WILLIAM HELIS, according to the best information 
available, is presently in Greece, negotiating for some oil wells# 
WILLIAM HELIS owns or is connected with a number of oil companies in 
Louisiana and is reported to be associated with ROBERT MAESTRI, the 
present Mayor of New Orleans. 

In view of the fact that this perjury or false oath 
grows out of matters not within the original investigative jurisdiction 
of this Bureau, it is requested that this office be advised whether to 
proceed with the investigation, Mr# ROGCE has requested that it be 
expedited. 

Very truly yours, 

B. E. SAC KEPT, 

Special Agent in Charge 
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Saw Qrli 



Mr. T«i«Nk 



Mr. E. A. T*m« 

Mr. Cfen 

Mr. C»ttwy 



Mr. «r«vla _ 

Mr, Crow I 
Mr. Kim* 

M*. L^wlar 

*r Mc In tire 

Mr Roirtl 

Mr. Si?j.rs 

Ml . NtChfttt 

Mr. Q. Tjmm 
Mr. Tr»c> 



1 



■ --'V ■•' ''''^ 



5w Strt 

* there are l*oXoead h«iSi|tli two jfcotoetatU wpiei 
of the following d«ad>lbed ci^wialc^tioo*, nbldh t«ri receired 
In the Office of the Attormyr Qmw*X and referred to the 
Bureau, and it is deeired that one eour be furalefaed ly your 
office to United States Attor^jr Rone A, fioaca. Hew Qrieanei 

Letter dated at Shraveport, Louisiana,, 
August 2, 1939, fro** Jfa\ Boxi^JLd 3©ott f 
~. .™Jta|**2w wit* it^ .IxQlMm*^ ^ 



■ v 



low Orleaof, J, l9$9* ^ 



Lettor 



-dated *t Arw»iK»rt.;.io<d»ii^ > .^-*:V a. :%>;•:'•• 
Auguat 3, 1939, fros Volt*! Statei Attorn^ • \ ■■. 
lUmsr 0. TUXds, ff«»taru Dlatriot of 
' ' ■ .; . jI<oul«l«na, to«*th«r.witi^t%i Aoo^ofur*. .... ■ : 

Th« l«tt«r« fr<« Hr, Scott and Mr. fields h&r« not 
been aclciiowled^dd by ta« Butmm* 

' truly jrowrs, 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION j 
A t I E 

Inclose AUfU S " ' 



Mism Q«ndy 



(John td^&r floorer 
Director 

★ i . 




Shreveport, Louisiana, 
August 3rd. 1939- 



Honorable John 0. / nOggt t 
Assistant Attorney General, 
% U.S. Attorney* 8 Offlae, 
Kev? Orleans, 
Louisiana. 



My dear Mr. Rocs* 8- 



RECORDED 
4c 



' FEDERAL BUREAU OF i'NViillSATW 
AUG 12 1934 * 



nornlng to Viosca, 



All other matters which affect the 
Western District have been transmitted to Hr, Paitl/fHaJisen 
at Baton -xouge, in accordance with your letter of bono 
few weelcs back. 

Mr./^ull, of Port *orth, has had his 

engineer present in our office and taken all ?V?A reports. 

Hr. & # 0. Crawford, with the Tr^asurery 
Department , who has established offices in Shreveport, had 
a conference with me for several hours yesterday and went 
over ail income tax natters that had been reported to us. 

The Federal Agents, representing the 
Department of Interior and Hot Oil Division, under Mr. 
Martin, of Klllftore, Texas, "also arranged a conference 

between myself and their a£Xnts at Shreveport yesterday, 
and we have given data, information and reports turned in 
up to date , but todey there was added to then the Cotton- 
Valley operations. 

I remain ready to co-operate ?rlth you 
and Attorney General Murphy and if you fcfcink it advisable 
I will oome to New Orleans ^end confer with you any tirae you 
sm-T;e st or deem it advip^fle. 

y ThVfuWio 1„ Horth LOU!.-^ ar. In 
the main and in the jifcjority exceedingly favorable to the 
Investigations and^re openly ooujiendintf the Department of 
Justice. y 

The radio talk and attack made upon 




tfZ JCR, 



Aug, 3, 1930, 



yourself a «d th<s Attorney General Is very nuoh ragretted and 
resented In tills seotlon of the Btate anl the general public 
is 1 coking to our department for complete and efficient 
Investigations. 

Remaining ready to eo~oper&te In anyway 

possible, I am. 



Tours respectfully, ( — * 

Harvey ft r^*? ( fij . 
Attorney- a tern Dist-- , icS^t>f v 
Louisiana, 



hgf/n. 




Uphold Their Arms! 

ttO LOTHS^iNIAN ever r *eeil Jang la|^|^ « 
T shame at the ^record I^ulslana * men and ^ atfijf nott 



i 



ly "h as pron 
era* _$g$gjpyj 
j&verraS^f 
fa which uns 



women have made whenever a war began 
which this state was involved Once the shoot- 
ing started, Loulsianians were there. Whether 
the flag 1 that waved above them waa the flag 
$t France, Spain, the United States of Amer- 
ica/ or the Confederate States of America, the 
call to arms always found Louisiana men 
ready to fight, Louisiana women backing them 
to the utmost, Louisiana courage, endurance, 
stand written In the pages of history in the 



Iftjla 



arms sounds for every 
%t is not, thank GoA 



ay the call to 
citizen of Louisiana. 

tAe call to shoulder rifles and march into tile 
carnage of battlefields ami^ the thunder St 
guns. Though that would |>e easy, with bands 
playing, bugles blowing, flags aflutter, new 
uniforms, decorations and glory ahead, com- 
pared to entry into the conflict that rages 
through this state today. 

The call that sounds to every Louisiana 
jCitizen today is K call to fight something 
worse than war, if anything could be worse 
than war. Louisiana's enemies in any war 
have been open and known, easy to identify 
"by their own uniforms and flags. These |j 
peacetime enemies of Louisiana are in our j> 
midst. We must fight their betrayal of pub* 
lie trust, which is treason at home. We must 
fight nsen who call themselves Louisianians, 
tbut wA have debauched and besmirched, at 
ihome slid abroad, the name of the state that L 
^jta home to us all. < 

For years they have flaunted that debauch- 
ery in the faces of decent citizens. They have ( 
stolen and bragged about It. They have 
laughed ancf "wisecracked*' with cheap witti- 
cisms at every protest honesty and honor have 
voiced. Arrogantly they have refused to *n- 
ewer questions; they have denied the pujllic 
the sight of public records supposed to sobw 
where" (public money went. They have acted 
as If tfiey believed this thing would last for- 
ever. But they are not laughing now. 

In -the United States postoffiCe building in 
New Orleans a United States grand jury sits 
in session today. With it sits O. John Rogge, 
assistant United States attorney-general In 
charge of criminal prosecutions. He was sent 
here, with an able staff, by United States At- 
torney-General Frank Murphy, from Washing- 
ton. Hisbrders are to probe to the bottom of 
such a slippy, fetid mass of corruption as Lou- 
isiana has not known since the Reconstruc- 
tion days that followed the War Between tfe 
States. His orders are to spare nobody, no 
matter how high that person's "connections" 
reach, no matter how rich, how powerful. j 



ania ^fitlcal 'l^wijt 
month* a£o^.!jor* jjf ftew 
fair HbowcT & 

Alliances that corrupted e'feSonst'. ifi 
don and parole boards; looted jfl'rTtate 
and public treasury alike/ He 
Judge Mantoa case la l$w Tofj^; 
Pendergast case la Kansas City^Srere 
the opening guns of a nationwide war* 
Attorney-General Murphy . "hair y backe4 M* 
words with deeds. No indication of any TThird 
Louisiana, Purchase mars his .W*^..^v■*"^ r ^'" , 
Indictments by that United States"* £rand 
Jury sitting now In New Orleans have rocked 
this state. The news of them has gone around ^ 




the world. More of those fed eral Indictments 
are to follow. And there can be even more, 



if thtfe people of Louisiana who Believe yet in 
honesty and decency only will, da their part 
This Is a call to arms for every citizen <tf 
Louisiana, man or woman. Those of you who 
know of crookedness in public office, of pros- 
titution of public trust; of graft, thievery, cor- 
ruption; now is the Urns for you to impart 
that knowledge to the man who has the pow-^ 
er to punish; the man who wields the fctftt 
power of the United States of l Amezica, might- 
iest nation in the world. 

If you are a plain citizen working for a, 
ing, now is your time. Whether you are a 
contractor or an official in a contracting firm, 
now is your time. Whether you are the head 
or an official or a subordinate in a great cor- 
poration, now Is your time. Whether you are 
an independent oil operator or part of a great 
oil corporation, now is your time. The state 
of Louisiana has enriched many, honestly. 
The\ state of Louisiana has provided a decent 
livinfe for many, honestly. The state of Lou- 
isiana has fallen into tje hands of men wtho 
have prostituted their trust. Yon owe the 
state of Louisiana, your home, at least this 
much ; if you know of crockery, put that 
knowledge in the hands of the men who can 
punish crockery. / * % ^ 

The man fighting your fight, the man you 
can help, is O. John Rogge, assistant United 
States attorney-general. You, can reach him 
at the United States Fostoff ice Building, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, by letter or by .personal 
call. Me will hold inHKrictest confidence any 
information you, %)M him. He Will give you 
the fullest protedpbn« of the United States of 
AmerjoaT TraijjRs, veteran federal investiga- 
tors 'will ffljted out on the trail of the clues 
that you <$n supply. They have the authority, 
the abj^fty, to command answers of. those who 
have taughed in your faces when you have 
asked"*5TTc»tions; who have toloT^you: "The 
fishing is good at the mouth of the Mississippi 
river." 



i jest jrJj^eie:^ 
j g caii uGkjw the 



fphO^ ^dyour Chilli 




Pick up the we^^W 
' in high place*. 




* &> ***** 






1* Proeeede froarJefferaon Pariah school bonds. )Iand purxhase* 
from school board meaner* and polititiane far in exoess of * 
Talaa. 19«t { 

*" 193187° ,effor80n ?arish «»hool pay roll faaleased ay Canal hank 
D 

5* 10,000 left over is Jefferson pariah school funda. 19*7-38. 

4. Materials and contracts: Xenner gymnasia** Jefferson Pariah, 
sohool fuel, jjanattors bathrooaa and oth*r school suppliaa, 

B. Approximately 100.000 royalty belonging to Jaffarson lake ail 
aollactad by tne state in a suit againstrVefferson salt ao, 

6. 



8, 



Registration in St. Barnard and Orleans parishes, 

50 - 100 a day oolleotions from gambling housaa, Jefferson 

paxxakxs and St Barnard parishaa. *eal owner of slot machines 

Kake offa from oil stations and jobs . Vio^Fatrie of Jefferson 
parish collects 1/8 of a teacher's salary for his daughter. 
She is in oollege, not teaching. ^ 



The money is said to hare heen deposited to a personal account, t 
5,000 to Jefferson Parish Review. Adds alone should haTe paid for it 



Why does the Federal Got* not require all states to use voting 
machines so that politicians jaaamaatmakaak through their spies 
and experts can not check upon the Totes of an individual* 
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Ss^^jWfcitor General. A 
Assistant to tke 



^Asltstani Atbrnat General Mc$amL^ 





Mr. tfoftxof, 5pcc/a/ ^W&fe^J^ 
BaarJ 0/ Parol*. 




Mr, Lyons, Pardon Attorney 

r Mr. MeOurc General Agents 
Mr. Donaldson, Chief Ger|_._. 
Mr. Jfjftff, Appointment C7erJfc___ 



7*r 

Mr. Crafn, Division sj Records, [ 1; 

Mr. ffoW Division ^Su^ie^M^Il 

Mr. McKaeitt, Librarian • L^^R: 

Mr. CarusL 1* „ 
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Mr. Dcc/i. _ 

Miss Bumgardner^,. 
Mr. Gaits 



Mr. Hedetniemi 

Miss LaHue , 

Miss Waiicrs.—^ __. 

Mr. EuWer 
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Mr. Soi^^j 
Mr. S*^ .fel^ 
Mr. ^'iS^iiirtfc^ 



9 



i 



^jFBI NEW ORLEANS 8-3-3? 
^DIRECTOR r .u. 




PM ¥1 



C^LONG, THROUGH NEWPAPERS, MADE STATEMENTS DISAVOW 



VJ)F SHIRLEY? WIMBERLY 



<3 

V ^DIRECTOR ' 'i;..,. ,.,"7 * 

3 r INI>^XBD FEDERAL flP.EAU OF ,. ,,. 

j I LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS INFORMATION CONCERNING. COVER^^^g 

t 



, JAMESpORRISOS , ORGANIZER |OFjLOUISIANA ^ ^ 






^FARMERS PROTECTIVE UNION, HA MMOND^ LOUISIANA THROUGH BROADCASTING 
TESTATION WDSU, NEW ORLEANS AND WJBO, BATON ROUGE, LAST NIGHT IN RADIOS- 
SPEECH BITTERLY DENOUNCED^IMBERLY IN HIS RADIO ADDRESS AND DEFENDED^ 
US ATTORNEY GENERAL MURPHY HIS ASSISTANTS, AND THE GOOD PEOPLE OF' ^7 i 
LOUISIANA IN INVESTIGATION INTO CORRUPTION IN LOUISIANA. NEWPAPERS , 
^ > INDICATE INVESTIGATION OF WPA, $NNALLY ACT AND INCOME TAX VIOLATIONS^ 
? BEING STARTED IN WESTER^DJLSTRICT OF LOUISIANA. JAMES MONROEjfsMITH f 
RETURNED FEDERAL JAIL NEW ORLEANS TODAY MATHEW siBRANIFF, ATTORNEY ■& 
DROPPED ATTEMPTS TO OUST CHARLES AVBYRNE, NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT g 
ATTORNEY, FROM OFFICE. USA RENE aIvIOSCA, NEW ORLEANS, INFORMED 
CONFIDENTIALLY THAT U S GRAND^fURY PRESENTLY INVESTIGATING VIOLATIONS' 

^FSEYMOURV WEISS , FORMER GOVERNOR 
RICHARD/ LECHE , DOCTOR J^flES pj SHAW AS! 

LOUISIANA, JAMES j OCONfJOR AND POSSIBLY OTHERS ARE INVOLVED!. ^ 



J 



OF THE CONNALLY ACT INLWHI. 



SHAW ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL OF 



BRIEFLY THE FACTS ARE THAT SEYMOUR WEISS ADVISED EAST TESAS OIL % ^ * • 
COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE HE WOULD HAVE TO PAY HIM TEN CENTS PER J^'' ' 
BARREL TO RUN OIL. WEISS AND RICHARD LECHE THEN HAD ASSISTANT* ^ 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF LOUISIANA OCONNOR COME TO CONFERENCE WHERE HE ... 
WAS REQUESTED TO RENDER LEGAL OPINION, AND WAS ADVISED BY WEISS 
INVESTIGATION HAD ALREADY BEEN MADE. ROBERTf |mAESTR I WAS IN HOT 
SPRINGS ARKANSAS AT THE TIME RECUPERATING FROM SICKNESS BUT HE 
SIGNED THE ORDER THERE i BASED ON THE LEGAL OPINION OF OCONNOR. 
/MAESTRI NOW DENIES HE KNEW WEISS WAS TO GET TEN CENTS PER BARREL 
AND STATES HE WOULD NOT HAVE SIGNED PT HAD HE KNOWN THIS. WEISS 
GOT ONE HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS, GIVING REPRESENTATIVE 
EAST TEXAS OIL COMPANY FOURTEEN. THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED DOLLARS, 
LECHE SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS AND KEPT A LIKE 
AMOUNT. LECHE IN INCOME TAX RETURN SHOWS NINETY THOUSAND DOLLARS 
OF THIS CAME FROM WEISS AND INCOME TAX RETURN OF WEISS SHOWS HE 
PAID SIXTY SEVEN THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS TO LECHE. THE 
FOREGOING OCCURED IN NINETEEN THIRTY SIX. SINCE RECEIPT THIS 
INFORMATION 0. JOHN ROgG^riNFORMED THAT HE HOPES TO HAVE RETURNED ON WS 
MONDAY THREE INDICTMENTS THESE MATTERS NAMELf ONE INDICTMENT AGAINST 



PAGE THREE 




RICHARD LECHE AMD SEYMOUR WEISS CONTAINING TWO COUNTS, ONE " ;r - 



SECOND COUNT CHARGING CONSPIRACY TO DEFRAUD THE UNITED STATES. 
THE SECOND INDICTMENT WILL BE AGAINST SEYMOUR WEISS FOR VIOLATION 
OF THE INCOME TAX LAW WHICH INDICTMENT WILL BRING OUT - TWENTY 
FIVE THOUSAND DOLLARS REPORTED IN THE NAME OF UOUIs|lESAGE. THE 
THIRD INDICTMENT WILL BE AGAINST SEYMOUR WEISS AND LESAGE CHARGING 
CONSPIRACY TO EVADE INCOME TAX NAMELY CHARGING LESAGE WITH ASSISTING 
WEISS IN EVADING HIS INCOME TAX, T 



CHARGING CONSPIRACY TO VIOLATE THE 



CONNALLY ACT AND THE 




j5 X SACKETT 
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RICOU BREWSTER BLDG., SHREVEPORT, LA, 
2*77 f 9 



August 2, 1853. 



Hon. Frank LTJrphy, 

Unite- Cti..t£b Attorney General, 

Washington j D« C« 

Tear ^ir; 

Tho^-dco Tc.::;L v ^r- Anscciation wishes 
to con~r:.t^l: te yo\* your &2,s?oci&.t€S ./or. 
the : le.:v;:d . k you .re dc-in^ In br.in^ing 
:.'o"^t*s clenn-up in Lou i -5 ilia's political 

Lncloced is- a clipping fro:: u Clrre vsport 
n-' sp^p^r pv^ll^h'-; Jvly ^ich 6 ?v^ cetc-.ilc 

of it h i 1^6 b'rs :. :..h:'t :-jr :lic? jury . 

It i: cnr / 1 Locii^t Jon 1 a desire ia*d rc pue^t that 
you i'" 1 d net -nf:n- . i-jr in^-tisutitn;; to 
Crlions i 
to ::;cl" 




p^t'^n ^.-A^s lut th:t yoa frnlor Q e them 
L^ev:^^ -id c,-.do parish. 



w • ■* jti »- fc- — V - « 



f - -v- - - 1^ 



■;. 5 llins to 
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SUr^jpori; C^ia^icto^ Siting 
- Advertise for Bids, AJlege 
Wong; Chaige' r jSwi : -'Maai 
.Williamson Firnis to 




Listing numerous allegations of ^bUtm 
Caddo parish police jury, a petition w*a filed in disl^f otidi 
here yesterday >y thel&ssociatea General C^fciSors * 
America, Shreveport cftapt^-MM^nMbr liafraini* 
tHe jfliy from buying equipment or doing hew citoatraction 
work in excess of $500 without advertising for bmi 

Described in the petition purchases by the 
Jury of equipment from Earl G^OHan^ Vivtein S 
de*t £ f the j urv • allied purchases^MkD^nereA brother* 
of which HarojApeGenereft police jtirST is a tartar:™ 
atnichon of a fisff pond on land belonging to iTjiiLtiiieu 
thorugh partial use of parish-owned equipment; aflfced fai- 
provements in Jacobs subdMsio J in which stockholders of 
tne Snreveport Railway nnm t ■ * ' '" 

pany own considerable prop.} ~ ' ~" 

erty while t. LAWorsham,! 
railways company Employe, ia{ 
chairman of the police jury 
road; committee. * Several 
other ^negations having to do 
With police jtiry expenditure* 
wertf contained in the peti- 
tion. ; 

The petition assarts that tut con- 
tractor*, residents of Caddo pariah, 
"are entitled to compliance by ike 
police Jury with the laws of .the state ' 
concerning new -works* m order that ) 
they m*y\ bid «n such construction. 
The injunction la asked in the nam* ' 
of Aaaton GUssen, president of the 
local association of contractor!. 

Hie petition declares that the Jury j 
has never adtei-tlaed for bids on new l 



construction; has sometimes 
■^cepted bids on equl] 
(Coathmrf Oo Par* 



a«* 
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I tKn»* ni vonDHm ww *WJA . 
i-uqo oi iinf wriod opp*0 w» : 4fL 
Uai» n>M osfi'T* J° tniw W*i^ *R& 
1 'safciadxa dp; 8nm» "paSa^* *t IX < 
- * ( .opp*a JO W«d *m J° 
-qj«dap A^qlm W 10 W*J*J wnj# 

a.mu* ww P^* ''^J eE> "i° fcWfr 

sm p*j* 'A\mf ♦ouod WW jo^wne^an. 
pa* XmtJoas otji 'aw** OBiiwd WW jo 
atrapue^jadn* oq; *«anoq;jnoQ «Q J* 
1 dutpoisma *m 'aaaraanod li*^Sm» 
papnipui suosjad 55 °m *Wtt 
'utiofciad ZZ w» o* Amf aan°d am A*q 
'jravnadxa sis 'PiwI wba 09* Jo WW 
*w» 'P!*d tuoswd jo sostwd 
-xq j^m aon**** 03 ww pn«m% 04 

pflVfoa 3i 3 A txoxnf si ;*q; paSaUB «T 
;j *a2notf aoijBa 1* Qon 
-naAuo:> £mf ©ouod aq; dn Sowj, 
..'ossxcadxa i«jcn jo s;unooOB J3p*ci> 

Hum ;wq; pTna 'tipww^ <n ^ lojTj 

Ixvsswn aa;;o ;i *Bm WW o* 
anp squealers;* p^lin^i japuaj o; 
sjaquiani pauounaur QAoq* '«m WJ 

•t^m^oi! *i v w* sowtsod ^p. 

mxb;„ A\mC am aanjs pa^uia;* l oa «* ; 
•w;*;* tronn^d aq* '89ss«kIx3 ^qjLj 
'XJint »0U0d Aq Pl*d Bartxadxa; 

jj»q> q;;A SBaa;Vnq .IBWJJO no «d^ 
axBal Xmf WW JO sj&qaiaax i3cro 
ptiB |nmq*JOM ,p I T P a * XKMtau^uiM. 
4 ;*q; paSau* .»m*nj «I W 
pazfmau ;o«c sasuadxu 
f ■ ; "WW 

-ypqns sqooBf am Aqjaa^OJdT T?onta 
a^o XaBdaioo sabaush vodaAajng 
jo aiapiGq^ooqa am |wn pub 
'Jiusdmcv s^/ftPH ajodaASjqg .Vm jo 
»Xo]cTma 'vavusxa^ *T T ^ Xi^f 
♦ouod opp«0 WW JO WiVTOWOp pwtjj 
«tW J° «q% *WW ^as^n^^s 

»ir mi* rcpnpnoo uor^Sa'nB fffqj, _ 
9^ wpniatioo non<8«Tt« sr^J, - 

IT* srea^stunoip jbutois layin 'dcn 

■o} sasodoad XmJ »onod «tn pa* 
:os«j> ema u\ 0% pa^unotns aaaradmba 
k^i jo 9sn era puii joq-ci eq^ ijonni 
moti^ ^on saop Lent son 

-cjl 'Ptw not-msd am 'w^W 
-I 

j*lho<r wwi »d 04 '*» *kkiao 9TW 



^jiad aqa 0^1 Su^auoiaq ©an S*ap » 

gaSau* iaq^in; pan *ap^ 
»MJ *t -juatn^TiBqui* JO aaA&T *m 
%mt& !daap ^aaj MtT 01 Vtt wojj pu« 
nvq ,aq; 1% apiA aw*j fii 'Suo[ 
05B 9npq r» peqjjowp 9\ puod eqj, 
rt * 1 'SaS^qa tt&aq »^*^ WtvOqy »q 
aopd aqt p^qi-auo ^noqn ffl 
aojjd p^us oq-j ^^q^ saSan^ , aJOJaJ^q^ 
'pew WAauaq pn* pauuojqf «i j^tron 
-^»d jnojC, r anqq. ptiB C6'88ti J° ©opd 
9m 20] naiqinit Jjf ' ^ 05: SaiSaotaq 
pn*7 no pwod qvfjf 10 tta^Apd * 

pwv^Aflsxa i^uaoaj aonod oq) 

«a3an« qd-BjJ«j«d q^uTftr *^qx 

, . , WW 
aoTI<xI piot oqq. jo laqra^xi w «m 

pae^q>md a^A nj*d paaotvaam 
ftAOq* aqi jo TP» ^m «TOT1 wW SujJnp 
%yxft pnw :Xjnr wuod 04 TtlQ. 

¥ Sa;pua» "ofui 'iirBduiop i^s9AaBHi 
Wo^uja^m 9tn 'A"Jnf 9onod »q9 oj 

-ui tiw jo »aa;snq jo *0B[d oq^ rao-ij 
inwTP.-^as 5J»M v^ra'd pt«s jo *rao« 
»sq? 'ffa^Jd |?TI %* a^rpd pfB» 

aq^ 0% pioa paw 'saoi^d wareap 

t« "sai '^ubCJuioq. ja^saAJ^H |WK>J4BU 
-ja^ui aq^ raoij siaq^Ckia »i©ua-E>acli 
Ajo parBtr^jmd: aja/A tof 'eoyod pj«a 
aq^ 04 tsiaq^oaa wj»Tiai>9a iq plot 1 
r aaaaM |«iw «M»d aq; tOOSi J» 

^mwxn' ^01^ ' 9 »n* <n p^mio^« ^ wnB aqa p^p^ xa ^q jnd prw jo 
pwn frtp^TO ww ^ BI W ,5»u»TOdin«». j OTO ff iss m'^ 
nT to 99ix pn* Aivssaoau WW'I g^rsd 3[an^ pa% audonio^T\B 'iappjq 

far^WJQp •PH ^ ' * ' y ita/toi eqi ^oq mw* qoiqA ^Tio ukuj 

invr^iti^ WW *tW> W ^ °* -ajoja-iaqi 'pat aptq "fo ^tfyaow »qt 

suaOAO «W t|»TOM Aq * • * siaaj^ PT"^ | ^noqqiA 'rpiq jo; Snjsn^ApiB WOTWP* 
matp* «iot J° WBIMJ aq^ puis . gJ ^^ OJ g TOJff uaoaa a«wj po^q^nd 

'toif <KHipd *<ri waemiaq ^aaoiaai2B . oppio jo tot ^lK>d 3^ '6S6t 



\ 



mwllu>w "H+ n " I ^ I * ■ 1 — 

xnofp* ^tj; «ioi jo wauAo aq^ puis 

ftpd «q^ waemiaq ^aaaiaai2B, 
aw. <n. a«*n5wnd„ q?fj*d oppv^ jo f. * Q% aniir <n 8<KI -j.- AJwncwf uio 
tortSAJPOW »qoo%f Wl» ai ,»»aaj^* FM? r ^q* 'd;qsjaa^ifd aq^ swodun 

-fa* ^iddo*-i[3Viq p«* pan«A*xJ £mt ' ^Vrfiaa^rw* jkr jo auo sa^aaa 



t^plp^ioQ nd¥jtfi»JB4 aux "^l*Udw 
. puiar i8aiu3 aqi pe^iujtvj *A»q 0^ 

I* ^aauidiKTw put lbq*t JOJ 



-aA3jqs I* aiPTuiop saT 'nuqj 10 

■diq^aa^wd % 9{. »aaq>oJtt sajaa&oacl 
^nq-j :qs«a-io2 »nao oa^\»4p jo t^Aaoa 
-sfp * aprjqo &i aiqx oa*q gjfijAH iWl 
pnu *a^oa n IT .aoionqoaux 
^« n^»d ^Dun ^uqocao^n* Vwjq.- . 
•jtrmdraoo xa^aaArBH t*aofttom&^n£ aq* 
tcioij ewpind" b? «iq* aaaq titor* 
j I t^q p^re 'Moa si q^id' oppg^ jo Xxnf 

■^Afi^ (baJ(WH .ixan) **ducJ 

71 WW t«5» 
«W jwot 




aqi 'ypiq -ioj Sais^iaApB ^noq^iA Axaf 
eqrv Aii g^Sp oq aja«. aeaqx 
jo axiaaxa aq? r^nn po^ ^fffvoi^ 
-o^n< Unf aqi oa pt« A^mf aonod 
JO aaap'twaid pub nonnodjoo aq^ 

UT lapioq^ao^s « 'WBTATA 'Bio^oyj 
noTOBUIlAV Jo JaoujQ- aAnn^axa -1301^ 
-ttWIUlA 1WW aon»Ban» WR *T ruo^" 
-wjp aaeqq. 8tEp&oiy>j 4l*J*»lpauraii 

ar»q.>Jua o^V OOO'OTfi «H0- 
j M -pa*aiduioa pnu ;n^Q p^-ioa on 
-qnd jo aatrBuaiaiBUi aq^ oi paeu'Vft** 1 - 
jijr»waD»a joqwt aoj jo A^uaSUeuja an 
-qnd acaaJixa jo »a*Bc «q ijijssaaaa «q 
%ou n»a« arajsq ©jnpaooJd »qi iw«- 
»piAOJd JaqrjJTij aqj, H ' ' • ' jaft 
-pjq e^qiyuodBajL ^taMOi «m °1 5^-4 
-qy>a A*q paw pwi^aApn aft 'niql 
ramj oijqnd jo %no joj pi ad aq 0% 
'Hllddns 20 s[»p*i?m jo aw&qaand WW 
joj jo 4 *w» JO aoiaiAtpqna p«T 
-an°d jo oon*^odjoo auqnd jaq^o jo 
|Bdpitra«i 'iBiqaojBd A*an Xq 'sJtwtI°P 
p»ipunq «atj jo uin» am *aip*ao 
-x» aaop aq 0% xjoa onqrvd irv H 

•wp^AOjd qaiqA 
•aoiaaaa BJ^xa ipjjnoj 'sgei jo OC ^o« 
Xq puB 8561 JO Q5I IWi ict papnaudi 
stb 9t6t Jo gL %a% %t\q a^ae o^b 

-Bd q»WB<J j|am ui iwp oq, paAon* 
aq Aaqi ireqa joa :q^u»d «iq Jo %tvo 
wraoo q»iq* J° aaQinA*Bd aq; $ounpo» 
Ahb ino*iipu| jo inoaoTp JQmi| P* 
-Aajaa^i aq lomf aonod orf M 

1 :t»p^oj<r 
j qfciqA 0Z6T JO 9t Xq. papc^ur* 

J sns BUBtsinGa jo ft4«js aqv JO ixqaxaes* 
1 IBiatra2 aqn jo seiQi Jo EC 4 *ULJ 
•paaBiO|A XtpaSaiiB st .qoiUA M*I wib^ 
aq; jo iJB<t ^q-j *^]a at^s aqj, 

IPIS UO fMVl M91A9H 

•tti^Bl An* p^B;OU 'aSpa^moax 
jyaq^ oq. ")oa pwq iaqr). ;Bq; Sxtjwa 
pnB no^nioaaj b qon* Aq flimS 

snmioipB «q pmoA 4»m *m» 

eqij Suiinn 'sim op oq. pasnjaJ pata 
•Ajnf aqx x w -aan^tij aq; abi aq; Aq 
©piqB M o; uonniosaj B «Bd iam i*m 
BnTXSB Xirtf aouod aq; ajojaq paiBaddB 
P'tJ l sJ<naBi;aoa am 2uj;uasai 
cJai iaujo;;* ^ojjbq iwa,i n 

TOWWWt am JO 3amJ wu 
■ ^ ' M-Xmf 
-til exqBJBdaJjti jajjns u\a„ onqnd 
tsfuaS am pa* aiQ;oBj;noa Saiaoi^fl 
Cad aqj poa^BJ^saj *i £jnf «q; r»[nu 
>WW PaB *mbi aq; ap«A9 0$ 00 Ct owq| 
neat jo ffains o;u| ;n<S? ^*>jo »aCTq» 
vjnd ijnf ;*q; rapiq moi 40a aja4 
(*auo »^B4 oiojj panui|U03>. 
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The pension asserts that the pres- 
ent administration of the Caddo par- 
ish police Jury bu d4vm adverftaed 
tor bldp lor the construction of jany 
work eV project whatsoever; that It 
has never received bids In oonnectlon 
with these; that it has new let or 
awarded * contract for the construc- 
tion of any work or project to the 
lowest bidder. 

Take Bids Not Lowest 

It also aUeges that when equip- 
ment costing more than 1500 is pur- 
chased the jury some times adver- 
tises for and receive* bids . . . but 
that "equipment is aome times pur- 
chased from a bidder who is not the 
lowest bidder." 

In the year 19*3, the petition says, 
the jury spent $282,357.17 for roads 
and bridges; and from Jan. 1 to 
May 31, 1939, it spent for the same 
purposes (116380.31, neither of 
which Bums included expenditures 
for tfxjls and equipment;, "touring 
the I above-mentioned periocss of 
Umei the petition says, r *many\ pur- 
chases were made by the police jury 
exceeded $500; that . . . said; pur- 
chases were made without advertis- 



"fag for^fcilkjand wttno^ v receipt of 
bids; that therefore no purch&Cofe* 
made from one who wm*.flUr*lowei* 1 
.bidder." 

1 In these expenditure*, it 1$ alleged, 
materials were purchased lot Use la 
the construction of new works . , . 
and that exorbitant prices were paid 
by te police jury for material* and 
equipment. 

In the illegal construction of new 
works by the police jury, the edits 
of which exceed, the sum of $sio, 
"about twice as much is expenojMl 
as | would be' expended if the police 
July would comply with Act 73, of 
ldfo, as amended/' (Calling for 
bfdfi). 

$1,320 Spent on Construction 

Going further 1 into compensation 
paid members of the jury for meet* 
ings and expenses of trips, the peti- 
tion says that before the present 
administration of the police jury all 
such expenditures amount to amount 
to about $1,200 per year. Expenses 1 
of conventions then were paid out 
of jury members own funds* the 
petition said. 

Amounts spent by the present Jury 
are far in excess of this, it is alleged, 
the sum of $1,320 having been spent 
in Connection with the Baton jfcouge ! 
contention alone, i 

Additional new projects which al- 
legedly have been completed which 
cost in excess of $500 and for white 
there was no advertising of bids wits 
the Seventieth street road, t}ro 
bridges costing $5,004.41 over streams 
that Intersected the road; Blanchard 
road, $14,180.33; Blanchard-Dlxie 
road, $14,443.38; Jeweila road, $V 
600.04, and Midway road, $12,610.30. 

The 18th paragraph alleges that 
no contract was awarded the lowest 
bidder on the Springridge camp, a 
maintenance camp for the parish, 
which includes a residence for John 
Ratft), maintenance foreman. The 
cost of the camp is said to have been 
$2,190 .S7. 

Mr. Williamson is in Havana, 
^uba, on vacation. Mr. Clawson, : 
icretary of the Jury, is in Baton 
Mige attending a meeting of a State : 
Uoe Jury association fact-finding ; 
lmittee. Mr, WorshajBuJKben asked ! 
e had any comment to make, { 
d he had none. 






- ^^«&onf Attorn*? General McMahmj^^ pri 
Afr, Hooeer, Dir^ Fed, Ba. of Investigational. 



1 i*: Mr. Bennett, 



Mr. Lawrence, Dir., Bond and Spirits Division.. 

Mr. Quinn, Administrative Assistant ^..^ 1 

Mr. Kemp, Sputa! Assistant. ... 

Mr. Holtzoff, Special Assistant.. 

Board of Paroh.^ 

Mr. Lyons, pardon Attorney^.. 
Mr. McClure, Central Agent..., 
Mr. Donaldson. Ckirf Oen\__ 

Mr. Hill. Appointment Clerk - 

f Mr. Crain, Division of Record*.^.... 

Mr. Holland, Division of Supplies. 111 

Mr. McKaviti, Librarian,. 

£ Jlfr, Deem 1„_ 




mrngardmr^ 

f Mr.Caic* 

i; mr m ' Hedetniemi.„_ 
l%m$attue 



Ml$M Waiters 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 

DIRECTOR 



2fod*ral Sureau of lnu?*ttgati<m 
United Statrs Bepartment of Utiatice 



August 2, 1939 v 



MEMORANDUM FOR TBS DIRECTOR 



Miss Lahue requested ae to coae to tie 
Attorney General's office at once and when J arrived 
there the Attorney General had in hie office a Mr* 
"Paddy n fX?ostello, whom he introduced to me as a 
man who had soldiered with him during the War. 
The General stated that Feldman, Costello, a Mr* 
Moriarty who was also in the room but who evidently 
was not with Costello, and the Attorney General 
had all been soldiers together. Briefly, it 
appears that Costello has resided in Louisiana 
for a number of years and desires to furnish in 
extended detail the story of the corruption of 
two million people in Lousiana* It appears however 
that the individual ioho has most of the detailed 




information is a Mr* 



Alexis who has accounts, 



4 



/ 



books and records, etc. The Attorney General has / 
agreed to see Alexis together with Costello at J* 
eleven o f clock tomorrow morning but before that 
tine he desires that Alexis and Costello be 
interviewed and a brief memorandum sent to him* 
The Attorney General indicated he desired somebody 
in the Bureau to interview these people, he 
emphasising this by saying on 'several occasions 
"some persons" and a memorandum furnished him by 
eleven o f clock tomorrow morning. I have arranged 
for Mr* Sears and Supervisor Eayden to interview 
these people starting at once and two Stenographers 
have been kept in order thai a proper memorandum 
can be prepared concerning the results of the 

interview. BEOOBDEI? & WVpSRSp - - 

. / Re^jt.f ully 3 b 
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E. A, Tavaa 
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Rew Orleans, Louisiana 
August 8, 1939 v 



\ *'. 'i£V , ?'°' >i 



T / Director 

y f Federal Bureau of Investigation 

^ j Washington, D # 0. 

5 i i 



V 



i 

i 

'ST 



Re: LOUISIANA. STATE OFFICIALS - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING. 



Dear Sir: 



■y 



Attached hereto are copies of the three indictments which 
were returned at New Orleans, Louisiana, August 7, 1939, being 
\ described as follows: 

(1) United States of America' vs. RICHARD W.ALECHE, 

SEYMOUR WEISS, FRESHAN W.KURFORD and EAST 
TEXAS REFINjNfG ^JKMPANY. * ' — 

(2) United States of America ts. SEXMOUR WEISS. 

(3) United States of America ts. SEYMOUR WEISS 

and LOUIS C.Vle SAGE. 



i 



Very truly yours, 



cm \ 

HJH 

62-978 / 

r 

r 



r 




B. E. SACKETT, 

Special Agent in Charge. 
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. y 1 NEW ORLEANS 
' I RECTOR " 




Q> ^ LOUISIAM/v- .^X|P .p||iC lAU'i ^ I NF R}J A T 1 6W'!cJ^^; N TNQfo ,,|^| t; T^TON,. v, 
; SPECIAL ATTORNEY j CRIMINAL ^IVIS^ IN 
7 uIW ORLEANS ^..^^ 

ASSISTANT, AND EARL CHOWDER, TAX D IV I SIGN /'BOTH DEPARTMENT OF JUS'] ICE, 
..CKEDULED ARRIVE N£W ORLEANS SHORTLY TO ^S^fST ,IN\ INCOME TAA CASES,- K 



<3v 



7 



[JANES hOWhJ^IJTH, mm £EYMOU:?(wElSE ? MPNT|/haK, j| EMOEY^DAMS ^ 

and loui^lesage- are charged in btal c court, new orleans, with 
embezzlement and smith additionally with forgery and Operating 
ccnfidence came, dr. Jakes a^.haw, head of/ minerals division of amCl 

•BSSWi CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT 'HQ WILLIAM G.VRANKIN, FORMERLY - 
LOUT:,INA COR-.tRUhj ION COM!-; I - ST/: :ER , ADMITTED RECEIVING APPROXIMATELY,, 
THIRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM OIL. COMPANIES , SHAW A DM ITT.: i, HE PAID NO 
IECONE TAN ON THIS . RICHARD -A'- u '> CALLED BEFORE FEDERAL GR/-N-D, 



JURY, HEM ORLEANS, TODAY, BUTR?> H^ED TO WAIV* CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHT-, 



AND IS SCHEDULED TO A GA IN A HI 



TO: 



"'ON. NO F..DERAL INDICTMENTS 



RETU7NED ORLEANS 1 OS AY . Si ATI GRAND JLN Y" t MONROE, LA., CONVENED 

IN Sf EC JA L SESSION YESTERDAY TO HEAR '"TESTIMQHY OF IRREGULAR IT IS IN 



*'*Q I^f*rfUTE, RUSTON, LA 



RECORDED 
j*NDEXED 




-. r I . ■ 1 i • 



.r r< T 



}., n p/ - '., .S :^cN: ^.^- 



v .. ..• ^~-iii-4*5f-- 



4K 





DECODED 



FBI NEW ORLEANS 
DIRECTOR 



S-2-39 



id 




3 RE SH IRLEY GERARD WIMB ERLY, ATTORNEY, ACCORDINC 
WWISIAWA BAR ASSOCIATION MW ORLEANS, WIMBERLY 



4 



s 
S 



; 3 5*7-2 3 



reOEKW- BURW OF INVESTIGATE? 

to records %f^ 39 

;tice 



Bo 




EIGHTEEN NINETY NINE AT NEW ORLEANS, GRADUATE OF 

LAW SCHOOL, ADMITTED TO BAR JUNE THIRTEEN NINETEeTt^TY FOlfs/^INED 
THE SAID ASSOCIATION JULY THIRD NINETEEN TWENTY FOUR, AND WAS DROPPED 
APRIL NINTH NINETEEN TWENTY SIX ACCOUNT NONPAYING OF DUES. SECRETARY 
SAID ASSOCIATION STATES WIMBERLY NOT KNOWN TO HIM AND IS EVIDENTLY 
NOT PROMINENT ATTORNEY. RECORDS OF US DISTRICT COURT, NEW ORLEANS 
SHOW WIMBERLY ENROLLED TO PRACTICE IN SAID COURT DECEMBER THIRD NINE- 
TEEN TWENTY EIGHT. RECORDS NEW ORLEANS RETAIL CREDIT BUREAU INC NEW' 
ORLEANS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT DATED FEBRUARY NINETEEN, NINETEEN THIRTY 
SEVEN, SHOWS WIMBERLY THIRTY EIGHT YEARS OLD, MARRIED, INDIVIDUAL " 
PARCTICING ATTORNEY SINCE NINETEEN TWENTY FOUR, CHARACTER WELL REGARDED, 
THRIFT FAIR, RESIDENCE NEW ORLEANS. THREE SMALL SUITS FILED IN YEARS 
NINETEEN THIRTY AND NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE AGAINST WIMBERLY AGAINST 
WHICH JUDGMENTS RENDERED* SjA^D" RECORDS SHOW WIMBERLY SEEMS TO HAVE 
SUCCEEDED IN BUILDING UP/FAIR CLIENTELE WHICH APPARENTLY YIELDS HIM 

<?*.*• 



A LIVING. NO DEFINITE ESTIMATE OF HIS INCOME AVAILABLE. SAID RECORDS * 
SHOW THAT HE ALSO HOLDS POSITION OF ASSISTANT ATTORNEY FOR ONE OF STATE 
DEPARTMENTS, WHICH PAYS HIM A MODERATE SALARY. CREDIT RATING SATISFACT- 
ORY. /' ' • ■■• ■ .. 
USA RENE a£ VIOSCA, NEW ORLEANS, STATES WIMBERLY DURING REGIME OFj:UEY_P 
-LONGJ7AS CONNECTED OR ALIGNED WITH FRANCIS WILLIAMS CANDIDATE FOR MAYOR 
OF NEW ORLEANS AND BITTER OPPONENT OF HUEY LONG, THAT THE WILLIAMS 
FACTION USED WIMBERLY CONSIDERABLY IN THE POLITICAL FIGHT AGAINST 
HUEY LONG AND THAT WIMBERLY WAS SCONSIDERED ERATIC AND VICIOUS. MR VIOSCA 
INFORMED THAT WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED AS U S ATTORNEY IN NINETEEN THIRTY 
THREE WIMBERLY WAAS A VERY ACTIVE CANDIDATE FOR APPOINTMENT AS ASSISTANT 
U S ATTORNEY, THAT THE FRANCIS WILLIAMS CROWD GOT ATTORNEY NICOLE E 
SIMONEAUX TO INTERCEDE FOR WIMBERLYS APPOINTMENT AND THAT HE, VIOSCA, 
TOLD SIMONEAUX HE WOULD NOT HAVE WIMBERLY BECUASE HE WAS NOT LEVEL 
HEADED ENOUGH, WAS ERATIC, ABUSIVE AND THAT HIS ACTS DID NOT QUALIFY 
HIM FOR THE OFFICE OF ASSISTANT US ATTORNEY, ALTHOUGH WIMBERLY IN HIS 
BELIEF HAS ABILITY AS A LAWYER. VIOSCA INFORMED THAT WIMBERLYS 

, / 



REPUTATION I^SHADY. MR VIOSCA STATES GOVERNOR EARL K LONG APPEARED AT 
HIS OFFICE LATE YESTERDAY AFTERNOON AND STATED HE WANTED MR JOHN 
ROGGE AND HIMSELF TO KNOW THAT HE DISAPPROVED OF WHAT WIMBERLY SAID IN 
HIS RADIO TALK AND THAT HE, LONG, HAD SENT A TELEGRAM TO HONORABLE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL FRANK MURPHY TO THAT EFFECT, THAT GOVERNOR LONG INFORM- 
ED THAT WIMBERLY WAS NEVER A LAW PARTNER OF HIS BUT THAT WIMBERLY ONLY 
OCCUPIED SPACE IN THE SAME OFFICE WITH HIM AND OTHER ATTORNEYS AND 
SHARED OFFICE EXPENSES. MR VIOSCA STATED THAT GOVERNOR EARL LONG 
STATED HE DID NOT FINANCE THE RADIO EXPENSES FOR WIMBERLYS SPEECH. 
MR VIOSCA OF HIS OWN ACCORD STATED THAT ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT HEAR 
WIMBERLYS RADIO TALK THE MATTER WAS DISCUSSED WITH HIM BY SOME OF HIS 
ASSISTANTS, THAT AS A RESULT HE IS UNDER THE IMPRESSION OF THE POSSIBILI 
OF THE EXISTENCE OF A CONTEMPT OF COURT VIOLATION BY WIMBERLY, BUT THAT 
IN ORDER TO PROPERLY PASS ON THAT MATTER HE PERSONALLY AND INDEPENDENT 
OF ANY BUREAU INVESTIGATION IN^fHE MATTER WAS GOING. TO ENDEAVOR TO 
SECURE FROM W D S U RADIO 'SJ^TtON HERE A COPY OF WIMBERLYS SPEECH. 
SACKETT 
END 



; -1 




VVv. 



AUG 9 -1939 #^£$^ 

TELETYPE '•'v^.;%#fe,,; V -£;- ^ 



it, -. • ■ 

. ■ ■*: v. . 

. ■ .w }-y. 1 ■ • 



Mr; 3 

air. Crowi 

Mr, Ur/k ffc> **,*._. 

Mr- RwMMts 5 - 1 _ .j^x 
Mr. Sear* . .if. 

Mr. Tracy 




FBI NEW ORLEANS 
DIRECTOR 



8-9-39 



AHS 



LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS, INFORMATION CONCERNING. 0* JOHN^ROGGE 
ADVISED NO VIOLATION DEVELOPED CONCERNING TRANSACTION WITH W. C. 

m 



jFEAZEL AND/UNITED GAS COMPANY ABOUT WHICH BUREAU WAS ADVISED 
YESTERDAY. TODAY ROGGE CONFERRED WITH THIS OFFICE, ADVISING THAT 
HE WOULD BEGIN TOMORROW HAVING WITNESSES BEFORE THE FEDERAL GRAND 
JURY IN NEW ORLEANS IN CONNECTION WITH INVESTIGATION 1 OF THE 
PETIT JURY WHO TRIED ABE SHUSHAN IN OCTOBER NINETEEN THIRTY FIVE, 
ATTEMPTING TO DEVELOP A JURY TAMPERING. CASE. 

SACKETT. 

END tiJuKAJUDiuii & IMDJp&D 

OK FBI WASH DC JAR _ ^ 





Si £ m l > 

\i. S. DLPAR1 WNT OF J; : ^T: '•£ 



ft 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



Time; 9:15 a.m. 



n 



Unitf& §tatrs Etfpartmrnt of Bustire 



IfEl^MI^ I yOS : :-:E FILE 

SE: POLITICAL CORRUPTION IN 
LOUISIANA 



SAC Listerman called and inquired as to whether 
ar.y investigation cesired in connection 
with the shusham matter in New Orleans. 



f The Harden of the penitentiary at Atlanta called 

i:r* j^iSterr.Mn and advised he h as a very deaf 
\ colored bey tent up on a forgery of a government 

check charne who claims to have some information 
clout xhe briieri of ]: 1G0,GJ-Q : : aid in tne\bhushan 
cose. \ 

I instructed L'r . histe rr^ar^b^ge t all/ the informa- 
tion the colored boy hap^and sehd pne same to 
SAC >Sac : cctt via air mm! special delivery* 




k\ a, TUT 




1506 Bheoale Tenpl* ftrt Ufa g 

Raw Orleans, r^fetfim 




Honorable 
TJMted Statee Attorney 
Wow Orleane, Louisiana. 



4^ 



^v™*^*T h * rt ^f*wT low4 P**«rt«ti« «©pie. ©* &e following 



ferred to tho aires* In eoaneotloa with toe aiots^itl** Mum. 
and related matters! • * ^™ w *» 



V- 



it-*-! 



Aaonyaoua letter dated July 19. X939, signed 
"Aaerlo«n*j 



Anonyaoue latter dated July IB, 1939, enclosing 
newspaper ollpploge froa the Hew Orleans States 
end the Moos-Picayune X 



/Two letters dated July 11, 1989 
Ala*U ens eaolosuret . • 



eaolosuret 

letter dated lily U, 1939, fro. Hiss Annie 0^ 
letter signed RoberVBeed and «nelosure{ 
tetter signed 

XtftWr ffcoa >• «*%t«liitoii t ^ioslag clipping 
W« R» York Sua, . • *, ^^^^ 



Enclosures 
cc-Bureau 



▼«y truly your*/ 



Special AGant 'lu Cliar&e" 



i it 





&mte& §tate« department of lusstirr A 

New OrI$an$, Louisiana \, : • "... •^•••■."i®-.'' 
August 5, 1939 . 'r i; : 

Director, . .... ,,^,,,^,,.., t:V -^ .. 

Federal Bureau of Investigation/ ^ ^■^<V.-..-^'" fl . V 

Washington, B, 0, . - ■ f "** :^7*3^'' ■ ■ 

- . ■ :. ' . ... . , 9, r ^, 

Dear Six: RE: LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIAIS : : ;.\-\. -/"i^r 

Information Concerning 



he^'Jfear] 



issued by thek£ouisiana Farmers* Protective Union, Inc • , ~ESmond , 
Louisiana, JAMES H.'iTOHRISON being the President of the Louisiana ' 
Farmers* Protective union, Inc. 

It will be noted that this paper is given as Volume 2, 
Number 9, Hammond , Louisiana, August issue. However, this paper 
was originally published as the issue of July 31, 1959« Thfere was 
suqh a great demand for these papers, it was evidently re-issued, 
being identical to the July 51, 1939 edition except for the indica- 
> tion that the paper is the August Issue* 



It is reported that another issue of the Farmers' 
Friend will be published about August 15, 1939, at which time a 
copy of same will be obtained and forwarded the Bureau, 

Very truly yours, 



B. E. SA0KETP, 

Special Agent in Charge 



* 2 mem o ^T** 



J 



CWD: sh 
#62-978 



V 



if 



RECORDED 

k 



f-U-ff.AL BUREAU C" - -•oTlGAl!;' 

AUG b 




3teo*ral guremt of Imtesff gation - ' ^ 
Knit*& State* 8* partntfnf of Ittstire 



HOT CRI2AN3, LKJISIiWA. 

August 5, 1999 ;»«K.-.-.-i-v.' r.,„ r ".:l----«- •:>•'• ^^ : 4 --^ 



JL* •••• ■ ■ 



Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. Co 

Re: Special Agent (A) NELSON PERKS'; 
ADMINISTRATIVE MA'FEBR 

Dear Sir: 

Please be advised that for the past week 
Special Agent (A) NELSON EEBET has been engaged In 
investigation in connection with the ease entitled 
d ™5? IAm STATS OFFICIALS; Information Concerning" 
and related investigations, particularly investiga- 
tion of the present petitt jur^panel in New Orleans. 

Due to the expeditious nature of the inves- 
tigation mentioned, it is anticipated that Agent FERRT 
will be engaged for at least another 10 days, thereon. 

The Bureau will be kept advised in the 

premises. 

Very truly yours, 

B. S. 3ACK8PT 
CWI):AIS Special Agent in Cherge 




v 






* « ft o 5$» m 



><c? * to 



-3 n^C *n 



% s* c s*s* 

o 36 6'<«* 
31 «vc; ^ * etc-, a »r 






•STVIOIiiO H3H10 AiaiSSOd CINV «a3NOISSIWW00 N0IIVAH3SNO0 'UUHW^ 

wvnifA aNV x^isi^maoa saioani ox x^sfxv nv nx xov A3ti3nnoo 



HI--3N0a 3NI33 SIHX »AVaOX 



Wyjfflp jMjj|3J 3a0^39 a3IiUS31 J*&VdWOD 110 iO S3AIlVlN3S3ad3H 

[J^iiiAa^^ iramawsa 'NoisiAia ivniwiho av3H '3300a aw 



_ , W ™W ™ 3 <^ 

AQ a310iaNI SVA SSI3A' a3XiV SSI3W HnOWA3S AH Q3XVDVA NOUXSOtf HOIHfl 

'aavoa xooa snv31ho km ADN3ais3a<j assnisn 'ANVdwoo 3oiah3s onand 

| SNV31H0 A3N 3HX iO XN3aiS:fclcf *N0Sa3XXVd S V •AVaOI SNV31H0 A3N 3AIHHV 

ox cmnasHOS 33xxiww66 ans ssnoH vdA aoi i3SNrioo 'sxaaaoa sswvr 

SXN30V SIM HXIA 30N3H33N00 toi AVdOX SNV31H0 A3N d3Aiaav r NOXDNIHSVA 
*3nN3A3a 1VNH3XNI iO flV3an8 'lIM 30N3DiraXNl iO 33IH0 # A3ai H3W13 

♦Avasannx SNvsiao A3N hi Aaoxsno ivasasi ox Nanxsa ox cmnasHos 



I 

f • 



SI 3H ATlvdjhtHD 03Xa0d3a SI 38VA A N3A0 Saw H3XHDflVa SIH 

asnvDsa Avaox isnon Noxva Aaoxsno 3xvxs ox asmisnvm kxiws 

30HN0U S3WVf •5NINa30M00 NOIXVWaOiNl SlVIOIJiO 3XVXS VNYISM01 

aoxo3aiay 



MA 




SNV3ia0 A3N I8i 
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PAGE TWO :, » . ; : 

MR ROGGE REQUESTED DISCREET INVESTIGATION OF J M j&PEEB, PRESENT 
GRAND ,!URQR f BEC AUS| OF AN ANONYMOUS COMMUNICATION THAT SPEED 
CONNECTED WITH|M UNDET CORK C OMPANY, SOLD BIC ORDERS TO NEV ORLEANS 
CHARITY HOSPITAL, SO IN TURN SPEED IS GIVING INFORMATION TO 
SEYMOt^WEISS, ROBERT MAESTRI AND POLITICIANS HERE, ROGGE BELIEVES 
THERE IS SOME LEAK IN THE GRAND JURY AND THAT SPEED MIGHT BE THAT 
LEAK* 

i SACKETT , 

END 



OK FBI WASH DC 



WV 





1308 Xasoai* T*»lt BullAUt . . * 
B*w Orieeas, iouUUi* ^ v ^ 
3, 1939 




1 




Enclosed iierewita ere photoe! 
following-listed apwuai cations . recall 
the Attorney Oeneral: 




1 ! 

•vS i 



-V- - 

.3> >, 



,v Alexander Street, *ew Orleans, ^•Ua*.i-: ,, f^A,;..^C^ , 

letter dated June 28, 1939, lev Orleans, Louisiana, ft*>jrV*I&N 
addreeaed to Mr. Men Bardie. Jr., lew Orleans; v:.?v;^ < -iHf^ 
Louisiana; 

letter dated July 19, 1939, addressed to the Attorney 
General, eigaed "louiana Depoorata'i - 



Letter dated July 19, 1939, Corington, Louisiana, 
addressed to the Attorney eaeral j 



Letter dated July 18, 1939, addreeaed to the Attorney 
Oeneral, fron Ire. ife. A, test, Jr.j v; 



Undated letter, addressed to the Attorney Oeneral, 
signed "Aaerican"; 

Letter dated July 16, 1939, signed "American"; 

Undated, anonymous letter, addreeaed to the 
Attorney General, postmarked Hew Orlea n s , L o o istenay- 
Joly 11, 1939, 7>30 P.M.j - 



Anonymous letter dated July 10, 1939, 



the Attorney Oeneral, together with neW&per clipping; 



i%Q v fir f\vr';;H6AT 




q i $39 

, : U J; < 







Mr. Rene A. Tioaoa - 



August 5, 1999 




; totw* dated W ^ 

Attorney General, 



Letter dated July 14, iW** ^dressed to ■■mfiS^^c* < -O.^ V^-- 
' Attorney General/ *igned *A»ericen*j ■* ; ^^# : V 

^letter dated July 18, 193t, addressed to the : ^^^^^.^>^:^ 
Attorney General, signed *A law Orleans Sohoolgi^, ' 



together with newspaper clipping. 



Tory truly yours. 



Xnoldauye* 

cc -Bureau 





** £• SACKMT 

Special Agent In Charge 




1308 «w<»ie Tempi* BfeUAlag* 
S<nr Orleans, Looisisaa 

August X # 3.959 



Tkntss^U ton* Tleoea, ^M-'l 




Baited State* Attorney* 
He* Orleans, Lcaiaiam a 

De*? Slri Eft MOI*^ 

I !m rtett^' lafo»B* 
la Ket Orleans to the affo*t that the** 1* #00* apparent frwgalari^ 
in connection with the Issuance of caw Billion dollar Atchafalaya C 
Leva* Board hoodo* It appewa that about 1 ystet $r ao ago this iam* 
of bonda # which was callable at B£* w&s #llad,f| X3$ and ^| thta re- 
placed with long tan 5j! boada which wore ls»^$at#ty sold far lit* ^ 
It appears that the brokers, who wore Whit© w Puew asd ftgjfepgf and 
Jonea of Few Orleans* received aa a rtwwlt *f #nch toanaaetioa ebcwfc 

tioo p ooo # oo. ; ; • • \ ; , : • : v . , - : .v> 



It ia not known who we a involved la 4 
Issuance of these bonds § nor does the parson who furnished m this 
information hare any further date or Information of value # Be requested 
that his name he kept ia the strictest confidence and f therefore, in 
accordance with ay proaiae to him, I m not applying Ma mm ia thia - 
ccrafttaidaticn* It mj um stated, how«?w t that ha ia a rwpowihla^ 
auhatantipJL citizen in tha comamity* and t aa convinced that ha baa tt» / 
further information other than given aboft* 



X aa transiaittlng thia to yOn for aoch action as you decs, 
appropriate, Thia office is conducting no investigation into tha aattar 
in the absence of any jurisdiction there im* 

Very truly ycwa f 



B # E # SACSJTT«~ 
ec Boreal Special AqouX in- Chargj© 

BBS; ah 

#62-978 ^ . 

Note; Mr, Clark Salmon.. Ifep^ging Editor of the Item-Tribune newspapers , 
New Orleans, furnished me^ith this information on July 31, 1939. 





(ed) 



TELETYPE *" 



FBI NES ORLEANS 7-31-39 10-36 PM A3S 

DIRECTOR 



LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS , INFORMATION CONCERNING. SHIRLEY G^lMBiiRLY IS AN ATTORNEY 
0>IH NilT ORLEANS PRESENTLY PRACTICING LAW WITH QJ^SU SVSEHRT.... SEiBT IS A NEW ORLEANS WARD 
LEADER AND WAS FORMS* U1f$#lHEB gF GOVERNOR^^t JC^L^ 7 " 



RECEIVE) BY THIS OFFICE INDICATES WIMBERLY, SSHRT AMD LOSS STILL VERY GLOSSY ASSOCIATED 
'^TeACH OTHER IN ALL RESPECTS. WITHOUT ANY 'KSTI(^Jj^(^^mT,tlieSBlLX TONIGHT, ' 

* ' FROM EIGHT THIRTY TO NINE THIRTY, BROADCASTED A tAIX "$YER f S?EE RADIO 'STATIONS, NAMELY, ... 

t ONE IN NEW ORLEANS ONE IN BATON ROUGE AND ORE IN AISXANtSIA. LA, WIMBERLY PAID FOR ', . 

(v . . • . . ■ ■ , ---4 •. 

\ THE TIKE OYER THESE THREE STATIONS. HE APPARENTLY SPOKE TO THE "COMMON PEOPLE" OF 
3 LOUISIANA, BITTERLY DafOUNCING OHS NEWSPAPERS FOR T&IB CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THE LOUISIANA ^ 
'* POLITICAL MACHINE AND CALLING UPON ALL THE COMMON PEOPLE TO CARRY* OUT THE POLICIES OF 




HUEY LONG. HE BITTERLY DENOUNCED ATTORNEY GHN1RAL MURPHY, ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL R0& 

' .-J!D HIS STAFF , CHARGING THAT THI?f AR£ INTERFERED WITH T JE RIGHT OF STATE GKJ7«53tt*,SKT BY , 
INQUIRING B3 TO THE ACTS OF THE ST;? - -' ADMINISTRATION. HE CALLED UPON THHv TO CONFINE THE] 
INQUIRIES SOLELY TO POSSIBLE FEDERAL VIOLATIONS, HE DID NOT I'JNTION YOURSELF OR THE FBI 
IN ANY MANNER. HE CHARGED THAT ATTORNEY GENERAL MURPHY AND ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL 
^ ROGGE AND THEIR AIDS ARE PURE POLITICANS mo HAVE ADVANCED TO THEIR PRESENT POSITIONS 
, THROUGH POLITICS, HIS STATELETS IN THIS REGARD COULD ALMOST BE CONSIDERED LIBELOUS. HE \ 
. STATED THAT IF G3QERAL jMJRHiY SEEKS THE PRESIDISJTIAL NOMINATION IN THE FUTURE, HE WILL \ 

* TELL THE WHOLE COUNTRY OF GENERAL MDHPHYS INTER? ^ENCE WITH STATES RIGHTS IN LOUISIANA* - 

* ~ YTIKBERLYS TIRADE INCLUDED STATEMENTS TO THE EFFECT THAT THE RICH CONTROLLED THE NEWS- 

PAPERS , THAT THEY W'ERi LITERALLY WIPING THEIH Fi>ET UPON THE ORDINARY COMMON PEOPLE OF THE 

ST^TE AND TtUT THE PEOPLE SHOULD NOT BE FOOLED BY THE STATapfT^ 

RECORDED & INDEXSft 3-3. yO C ) ' 2 I J 

NESSPmPEFS .WD !>B!KRAL hURPHYS ASSISTAN^f VflMSERLY PROCLAI] jL! ' !D TUB TOIKK BSHIP Tflff F.fl RL ..,, 

J , n~mr er^.vt r . 

LONG. ,vBBKRLY INDICATED THAT HE tfOlW II^KE. I/ORE BROADCASTS i IN THE FTIJJPRS^LQKG T 7£&Z 
iTi: ; .i, T TILL fif Tr2.!PT TO ^UK.^ fi^ T: v T 3F HIS T'-LT AJ^p L E 70K # ^Rp.,3 ^ TQ YOU. 



#2 



IN VIE* OF ffBSiBLYS ,4PPaHENT CLOSE ASSOCIATION KITH 33HRT AND EARL LONG, IT IS AEPARHIT 



F2SANCED BY THE STAT? ) 
C03M PEOPLE iSsiANA EtACTl^.T^^ TTP* if^^^^^^^f^ . 
HIS POLITICAL ACTIVITIES ™/*» 



3A0KETT 



FBI tfaSH DC ' ¥7 



copy 

(ed> 



TELETYPE ' 

FBI NEW ORLEANS 7-31-39 7-13 PM WH 

DIRECTOR ... ... . , , „ .... ..... ,. 

l^UISIANA STATE OFFICIALS INFORMATION CONCERNB$!^& 
GENERAL fcOGGg HAS TOST REQUESTED THAT IT BE DlflPSR] 



mi 



J 



(jiftJER OF SET/ERAL OIL COMPANIES INVOLVED IN THIS INYSSTIQATION^ feo BECAME 
A NATURALIZED CITIZEN OF THE UNITED STATES IK AUGUST NINETEEN '^HpJTY ElGHT^" .-lv • 
REGISTERED THE YACHT NAMED WILLIAM HELIS NUMBER TWO BEFORE HE BHJAJffi A CITli 



AND THE DATE OF REGISTRY THEREOF. PLEASE ADVISE WHETHER INVESTIGATION SHOULD fafe^T ' 



RECONDUCTED. : ;. s v, Vb ! ■• i^-V •.»'*--"%^*:^SS»8 

SEVERAL COMPLAINTS HAVE BEER RECEIVED RELATING TO WPA AND OTHER IRREGULARITIES 
IN THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA • ADVISE IF THESE SHOULD BE FORWARDED TO '' ? 
USA SHREVEPORT WHICH IS THE. PROCEDURE FOLLOWED IN SUBMITTING INFORMATION TO USA 



NEW ORLEANS OF COMPLAINTS RECKTVED 111 THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF LOUISIANA. 

SACXETT " : ; ' ' 

END - 

OK FBI WASHINGTON DC OEC ,' v ' ' ' '" : 



! 

a 




v; 




i^/ LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS, INFORMATION CONCERNING. SEYMOUPfeljs? 
RELEASED TODAY TWENTY FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND, JUMJIsjluESAGE 
THOUSAND DOLLAR BOND, RJ£HA*JUf. AeCHE FIVE THOUSAND DOLLAR BOl 
v mm PURSUANT MR. ROGGES^EQUEST,' THIS OFFICE CONCENTRATING ON 
.^INVESTIGATION SHUSHAN JURY IN EFFORT TO. COMPLETE INVESTIGATION 
BY WEDNESDAY NIGHT AS MR. ROGGE INTENDS TO CALL WITNESSES BEFORE GRAND 
JRUY RELATIVE THIS MATTER BEGINNING THURSDAY MORNING. I HAVE EIGHT 




AGENTS WORKING ON THIS MATTER, 

KEUOKDED <fc INDEXED 



Li- z -uCq 7 - 'I 




jONIGHT BETWEEN 
jtflMBERLY BROADCASTED OVER 
H 



EIGHT THIRTY AND l&Sm fffi*&&tS£P$** 



•1 



RADIO STATION; WDSU, %EW ORLEANS. 

H V.L.'!T Or Ji^liiJc 



< IS TALK WAS ADDRESSED TO THE "POOR PEOPLE" OF THE -STRTt~^riirmi^ 

jf |WAS A TIRADE AGAINST THE NEWSPAPERS, PARTICULAR LY THE -NEW— Ofi^AWS 

J TIMES PICAYUNE AND THE RICH PEOPLE, INCLUDING CORPORATION LAWYERS AND 
ASSOCIATION OF COMMERCE MEMBERS • HE CHARGED THAT THESE PEOPLE WERE 
TRYING TO GET THE STATE GOVERNMENT AWAY FROM THE POOR PEOPLES OF 
LOUSIANA BY LIES THROUGH THE CONTROL OF NEWSPAPERS AND OTHER PROPAGANDA. 
HE CLAIMED ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL ROGGE, B^fSgfS^ISaED: STATEMENT 

vmG&mmss&m by his published statements urging people to talk about 

CRIMES, WAS INTIMATIN^TO'SJ^iNDER OF THE NATION THAT HOODLUM ,.| 
TERRORISM REIGNED IN LOUISIANA AND PERSONS WOULD BE TAKEN FOR A RIDE " 
. IF THEY TALKED ABOUT CRIMES • HE DENOUNCED THESE TACTICS, URGING ROGGE 
' . N0T 10 B ^ MISLEAD BY THE NEWSPAPERS AND HIS VANITY^? PERSONAL /jfj 



PUBLICITY, HE CHARGED THAT ATTORNEY ^ERAL JURPHY WAS CREATING '"V 
IMPRESSION THAT CHICAGO fMfo KANSAS CITY TERRORISM REIGNED IN LOUS I ANA 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF GIVING HIMSELF REPUTATION AS RACKET BUSTER SIMILAR 
TO DEWEY AS AID IN HIS PRESIDENTIAL ASPIRATIONS. HE CLAIMED THAT 
GENERAL MURPHY WAS INTERFERING WITH THE RIGHTS OF STATE GOVERNMENT 
BY INQUIRE INTO MATTERS OTHER THAN FEDERAL VIOLATIONS AND ADMONISHED 
HIM TO CONFINE HIS ACTIVITIES SOLELY TO FEDERAL VIOLATIONS, 

SACKETT 

END 

OK FBI WASHINGTON DC OEC 
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JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 



EAT t COB 

Time: 11:05 a. jr. 



Jfrforal Buttuvt of ltuu>stia.atian 
Hirit?5 §tsttea &*pmttm&nt of Just ite 
Ufa si? tug tan, IL 

August 7, 1939 



. ir , ; ; 



MMiMMSMKJ M the file 

RE: POLITICAL CORRUPTION IN 
LOUISIANA 



SAC Sackett telephonically advised me that 
Mr. Rogge while talking to him last F rUay 
*had requested the details of the A e V 
Mhush_an jury investigation^efore the 
report is submitted. Js^ttSaekeli +hi • 
would b.e satis/actor-^ ^^tt this 




ETA. TALI' 



AUG o ir- 



5 s&^ r H£ 
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ACH:AI 

62-32509 August A. ISM 



•peclal Agent 

flfew Orle«e«^%euiftUn* 



Dear 81ri 




^fr^^ys 02T$ ^ntoXofiWr^i JpffaotOfftftt!tO 
tlon* which bare teen recoivtd ty the Do, 




It 1b 6*»lr*4 that * copy of th*M bo fundeW to tfj*ite4 $t*t*e Attorn^ r ^ "^^^ 



Anonjneoue letter 4ated Juljr 19, $3Vfl4*** 

Anonyaoua letter dated /tflgr !•* 1939* fittloslng ae#§piipe* : 
clippings froa the Orleans States ami TI».tiBt«^:.^v*-u:-."»v: ! ;U^ :: 
Picayune 

Letter signed Robert Reed fluid enclosure 



Two letters dated /«0y IX, 1939 "'0ffSk '*U9 A$ne« f; twtt 

asd enclosure •••-"•.?>:.. 

JLetts* dated Jnl/ U, 1939* fwa «1m ^ vV 

" " • ; ^T-.' : ^: 
Letter signed Oeerg Harrises :.U ly&rrgt,' 



. . . Jf* 



"Tr. ToIrob 

<r. Nklhun 

:'.r. E. A. Tamci 

, .'Jr, Clegfj 

.Ir, Coffey ..^.J' 

,\tr- Ejr;«n 

Mr. G! -in . 

Mr. Cj *>wl 

Mr. Harbo ..... 

I 

Mr. Lester' . 

Mf T.j . . 

v« r . J 



Letter froa J. G. Ilggintoa, enclosing clipping f^os 
Xork fixm 



Vary truly 



DED 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 
MAILED 

* AUG -4 1933 



P. M. 



^ 




Blreotor 



' , AUG 8 I9^§ 





copy*^ 




COMMUNICATIONS SECTI.W 

.v AUG 5 -1939.;. 



TELETYP||i; ;% , >k . . 
4-20 PM ALS 



FBI NEW ORLEANS 
/DIRECTOR 

RE LOUISIANA STATE OFFICIALS, INFORMATION CONCERNING. JAMES M. 
* J ; (BROWN, EQUITIES, INC., WHO WAS INTERMEDIARY BROKER FOR JAMES MONROE 
v|^V;5«ITH, ADVISED HE HAD RECEIVED INFORMATION FROM CONFIDENTIAL SOURCE 



Mr* e\*tt 

IVIr, : CotFef 

fSrV'&a' 
Mr. Harba 




Mr- Quimj farnui. 



Mr* Tracy 



<3 
| 

V 

Si 



TO EFFECT THAT IF ANY ATTACK IS MADE BY GOVERNMENT OR BY 0. JOHN ROGGE 



ON SHIRLEYji WIMBERLY AS RESULT OF WIMBERLYS SPEECH At STORY WOULD BE 
CIRCULATED' TO EFFECT THAT ALFRED BRETON, SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO ATTORNEY 



r 



GENERAL, WHO IS NOW IN NEW ORLEANS 1 , ROOMED WITH A NEGRO WHILE ATTENDING 

COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY AND THIT TETON WAS TELLING THE NEGRO THEY WILL GET \ 

i 

-EQUAL RIGHTS. NEWSPAPER STORIES INDICATED TETON WAS FORMERLY CONNECTED i 
WITH THE fl-IVIL LIBERTIES DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT. FROM CONVERSATIONS) 
WITH TETON BY AGENT OF THIS OFFICE PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF THIS INFORMATION, j 
TETON ADVISED HE HAD ATTENDED UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO AND DID NOT MENTION \ 
HAVING ATTENDED COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY. IT IS BELIEVED THAT SHOULD THIS 



L 



\§\ ALLEGATION THAT TETON ROOMED WITH A NEGRO BE TRUE, AND SHOULD IT BE 



CIRCULATED IN THIS SECTION OF THE COUNTRY IT WOULD HAVE A DETRIMENTAL 
EFFECT ON CASES PRESENTLY PEND^IG HERE 



END 



£ii)ED & INDEXED 
SACKETT 



OK FBI WASHINGTON DC OEC 
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IX- zzro j -y ^ \ 






v; - 



Mr, ToIpoh 
Mr. fcathan 

Mr. E, A- Tarn 
Mr. 
Mr, 

Mr. Effaa.. 
Mr. GW-m 

Mr TI: ■'■ 



♦lit 0/ #*«fnf™ *3fa*t0#i* */ tends %f tks pi 

of ?na*ur# t/ /mw ^u*f*»r<V JT, AXl*n It 
supposed U n«y* cf*n forgrt* I muld apprsoiats 
your furnt$hin$ no nor* *p*9ift« tn/ormMon ' A 
coac«mfn; *?jo nature and volxms of th* H 
docwuoatary «*r* to t>o do»#* J a* particularly 
tntsretted in kno&ina ho& aeon «* i^ui* fc* 
n*oe$s*ry to oos^Itfti t*fo tmfaatioiu lh§ 
oontonplaUJ dais 0/ tA# tr|«J 0/ «Ht 
#*# approsinat* tfao Wal *A# ttrvtost of • 
0W*|S*»t pmafn*^ would &• utilissd t» Unifying 

mw inw trial of ih* g4«#* it i*o pr 0#0»t f fja# 

tft# voJuao 0/ tuark Sofns 1 A«?klJfd in ths Technical 
Laboratory of ths Bursau is ouo* tAat bofors X 
son <U«»ltoI? dstemtnt vhsthsr it toill hs , t 
P09Sibl* for ths Ztareau to aonduct thtm ssmtnait^s 
tt it nocoittary for m* to havs an #»tt*a*o oj* ~ T 
t*# amount of tin* vhioh »tU bs rs qui rod to T 
P*rforn th* // ^o* »|4J /UrnioA tt# 01*4 

tfto orfdHionol doto outltned 06 out, J irtJl 4 A 09 



1 



cie tf * , p » ^#0*to y*y# your r#$u**t laboratory 

c otf ey :M ***t*tanc* further eoa*td4r*%Un* r 

^ Slnosr«ly yours, 

Jr 



John Cdjar JToover 
director 



CC - Xeu Orleans 



1 




■, ... 



\5 



I 1 




v Tou wllJL ^pTOlML&Ljr' recall i^.^vj^^i] 

Attorney for many years at Shreveport,T I FiS^^^REAU Of }NV£SftOAl r 

been engaged to assist in the prosecution flfcf Dr.iTamea . _ ■-■-.f: f ^ £ . \- 
Jtonroejsmith and a number of other v> £^fifcrs &\ tie LoAlHi*? 1 *^ u "?^ ^ 
State university and elsewhere in the State* [I have ku , / 
a number of conferences with Mr. 0. John Ro^ge 

cooperating fully in this work, $ 

Among the numerous crimes committed by ur. tarn t a ^ 
was the forgery of former Governor 0* K./tAllenis signature 
to about 118 genuine bonds of Louis Ana State University* r. 
We are going to have to prove this forgery handwriting 
experts. 1 spoke to Jir. Rogge about thlA and he aald ^hat^ 
he felt sure that you would be glad to let us have the ' 
facilities of the Bureau laboratory and one of your experts 
on this very important matter. I arc writing to know if it 
i3 so that you can do this, and, if so, I will send ten 
specimens of Series A and "Series G bonds each for exami- 
nation of the questioned Vcmds, and five genuine bonds 
bearing genuine signatures. /' 

- ' v. ■ - f 

Please let me hear frOa s you as aa*ly as possible. 
With best regards, I am " 

J* ¥ery Sincerely yours. 



/s/ J. Fair Hardin, Special 
Asst. Attorney General. 



JFH: GH 



If 




J - ■ -™ V 




....o. jrfxj . as •trwy?e ~ *w Ay *.ho-.*M n~.*' ,4 $ ' ^i^-r'c . . - • ^. ^ 



SpaclaX Agent in Cham 



3P! 



' .i. .. 



«r. Taiaeel 

»r Nathan 
e. *. Tmnm 

Mr. Ceffay 
*a m h " 
*»• Cgwt 

*». «te»i B 

Cr*wJ 

»r. Lawi* P _ 

M<j nt ir« 

*r Ros«n 
Mr. Sears 
*»r. Mlctiou 

Q. T.ttim 

«r. rracy 



t«Ar din "■ 

Bureau, iwd it it desired thiT^^Ti^!^®^ ^ *^ 
Ji.1^ V your offic, IT OauiXSf ^ ftttw 

«*«hnila t Teimeage*, JVOy 
Ja OW «u postal card poataarfcad at 
ft-oa •! Citlzan.* ^ * * W ' 

Anoiv«cm S coamuoication po«taark«d at 

▼«iy truly jwn, 



XooXoBura 



COMMUNICA 

M A I---L E*D 

* AU^l 7 1939 ★ 




•I 



FBI . 

Washington o*C # 



Gentlemen: 




If every business large and sj^J^JI every individual wit* 



as sizable salary in America is ooaipeU^L *° J^o* ^^ain^,^-^ 

f and pay an income tax why should not those who collect ^ 



of suoh vast enterprises as the lotterie shops la the lew Orleans 

area he made to show their hooks an! pay inoomettatxaAiso* 

In the Hew Orleans Area there are easly 100 lottery shops. These shops 

are from a hole intthe wall to large halls were Nos. are drawn. The 

Rakeoff to he pall to if ) to run one of these shops oo»t fro» 

2.00 a day to$l0,0O/ aooordlng to size and neighborhood ,'and you must 

t 

pay or you oant operate. Sow 100 lottery shops with an average pay off 
of *7.00 a day to f?) that makes ahouc $700.00 a day V A good deal 
- of money to he split between a few Dig shots. Sow all the wards 
leaders and other ' officials will tell you they dont know a thing 
about lottery shpps. How can they lie like that when you must go see 
them and have thelV'OK before you can operate, 
i . " ' • ■ . ' 

y low the^are beginning to toe scared toy tf.S agents , if you dont^e^; 



; on time they will tell you that there never was any lottery sh^ f 'fe% 
r^— ~ - ^^^P 



Sew Orleans and tJnole Sara ,111 have been cheated of hundj® f| 



5 of dollars of good inoome tak money. 



P.S. The hookies that's toig mon 




Yeni^pridl 



Truly Yours, 



me# too. 

r IV. 



KBCORDED 
& 



<~ r . . . 
1 Bii cr "i n~ c,vtS7.5 

AUG 7 \m 



m 




^2 ^^^vS^^^a^pS 



achiI* 




« 



Becentl/, Mr. JBarrjr Co#UUo, :,*£$ 
Chariee Eotal, S*« 0rle*na, t^tf^j/^ilirjyilllift 
Boreas, ftlo&t with Jfcr* Ralph A\«*lwj, 



I at tha Mayflower Hotel, Wftsblo^tott. |0*a^£l' 

4408 Aaduoon *oul**»rff? *ew Orte«fif ? v thai* 1* 



* the n« ■ 




Th# infarction Wrnl«W % . 
iUxia irhen intama*©4 at tha Butmu Ml jfoorflad %• atonogrttpfeara* 
aad ther* &ra fc*inf fofri-^urdad herewith two topi** of tha aaao- 
raodum pr*p&r#d in thia connection - ,#vV ' 

Mr. Coatello alao furnishad tfc« following, two paotoaUtie 



A Usi of iririoui paraooa iftia 
v the Stat* Board of 

.5 ,: ,^>f Mr. Goafe}!* end Ir^ r 






Affaire would be ^rejrfciiced'prjit^^ 
in any proceeding eoaceralnf tfci iifeeent elU^Uoo i£*w* 
Louisiana, - • ' " *>•-;■• : -pil^ 



2, A. ehsat of paper which ssts forth ir.fsr^tion rsiaiirs 
to Hutchinson earring on the Jnrjr in th« Stmahan loeoata 
, tax trial, it being wted that he it fupposed to h&T# i 



been reached by Detective 
Hew Orleans Police, j 



Aeaet of th* 



G ' ■ ■ ■ ? ■ 



3. A 7-i»ge »tata»«nt oonc»rflin| the >s»ar of tha 1 
aaaaaeora of 2f«« Orl*ane« 

*• ^or&ndua entltlad ggo^ae oa Sosa Bo&t Dsals,* 

' communicatwns/ection 1 

WC A l . t E D 

★ AUG I B 1939 ★ 



,"J' 



P. M - 

. . S PU'AHlMEv! Of JUSTtCt 



9'^ 




• •; fam to Bw on ^#1^2?} ' 8? ' ■ ***** 



distant Attoroor <Wal! ^ * J**»r*bl e 0, John Rogg., 



Very tniljr yc>ur» f 



4 




JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
"-DIRECTOR 



iflrDeral Surrau of Unuirsttgation 
United £tafaa Bepartment of lustire 
&fctal?tngt an, 9. C. 

JFS'FBI August 2, 1939 



MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 



/ Pursuant to the Instructions of Mr* E* A* Tamm, I Inter- 

^ viewed Harry J | Costello, residence St* Charles Hotel, Hew Orleans, 
Louisiana, who was temporarily residing at the Mayflower Hotel. 
Present during the inteirriewms Supervisor Haydea* Mr* Costello 
communicated with IkdpIyTAlexis, who was temporarily residing at 
the Mayflower Hotel, aai who resides at 4408 Audubon Boulevard, 
Hew Orleans, Louisiana, and they together advised of their reasons 
for contacting Attorney General Murphy, with whom they had an appoint- 
ment on August 3> 1939, 11:15 A* M* N 

^ r $ 



<7 



The gubstance of their complaint was taken by two stenogra- 
phers, and is included as part of this memorandum* A summary memo- 
randum was prepared for the Attorney General over the Director's 
signature, and was forwarded to the Attorney General prior to the 
time of the appointment of Mr. Costello and Mr* Alexis -en -the morn=? 
ing of August 3, 1939* 



^\ In addition to the information flidutted'to-PIrr^ 

' and Mr* Costello, Mr. Costello presented j?llst ^v<^ 

who received tax reductions by the State Bo*rd of Af£k£r$^lT feeing 



the contention of Mr. Costello and Mr* Alexis that any oer^ 
<v received a tax reduction from the State Soared of ■ : $^0jS!^SkEsi tie 
prejudiced if sitting as jurors in any proceedings concerning the 
^ present situation in Louisiana. j 




f 



Likewise, Mr. Costello furnished a sheet of jgaper which 
[ sets forth information relative to Hutchinson serving on the jury 

in the Shushan income tax trial, fie is supposed to have been reached 
' by Detective Captain Henry Asset of the Hew Orleans Police. f> He 

also furnished a seven page statement concerning the power of the / 
lpcal assessors of Hew Orleans*' ■' £//&7^H 

It is noted in these memoranda that there is n Hote to ^ ' 
3 EKCL. C Drew", who evidently is Drewr-Pearson of the Washington Meriy-Go- /Ac 
Round. / ^ 

) ' J f 

+ There wp**e als# furnished the following: ^Memorandum con- 

! cerning "Notes on soil Boat Deals"; "Memorandum concerning the 
income tax cases <>f Robert S.^feestri~, which has a note to Drew 



170 Wl7lm* 



keraorandta for the Fill 



- 2 - 



August 2, 1939 



3 ingesting that maybe BocTAllen could help on this matter; Memo- 
randum concerning the riait of Josep&JCeenan to Hew Orleans on 
December 3rd, 4th and 5tn^_TL938, and^who were present at the 
time of this trip. 

Photostatic copies have been made of these papers, both 
for the Bureau files and the New Orleans Division for the informa- 
tion of that office. 







AUG 2^1339,:^ 
TELETYPE " 




V:,': 



Mr. "tcihfrr^,..-. 



Mr. Nichol* 

Mr. R©*W>'^^4r- 

Mr. Sharif* 

Mr, Qui»n Tamnt„. 

Mr^Tiv*cy 

$Uat Giuxdy 



FBI NEW ORLEANS 



8-2-39 



6PM 



WH 



iM fi>s>'% ■■■■■ 



-"""D I RECTOR ■ "■ , ■ ■;. 

LOU ISIANA STATE OFFICIA LS INFORMATION CONCERNING. JOHN ROGGE 
ADVISED E. V. CAMPBELL ASSISTANT TREASURER ^EAST TEXAS OIL COMPANY, 
STATED THAT HE LEARNED LAST DECEMBER THAT IN NINETEEN THIRTY SIX A 
COMMISSION OF TEN CENTS PER BARREL WAS PAID FOR PERMISSION TO RUN OIL 
IN EXCESS OF PRORATION THROUGH PIPE LINES AND THAT S^MOUR^EISS GOT 
FORTY EIGHT THOUSAND DOLLARS OUT OF ONE HUNDRED FORTY EIGHT THOUSAND 
DOLLARS COMMISSIONS PAID. ROGGE BELIEVES WEISS SPLIT WITH R. W. %CHE, 
THAT HE BELIEVED THAT IN ORDER TO RUN THE OIL ANjf AGREEMENT WAS MADE TO 
PAY THE TEN CENTS COMMISSION, SO BELIEVES A VIOLATION OF THE CONELLEY 
ACT IS APPARENT. 




END 

OK FBI WASH DC JAR 



^ {Jp SACKETT 
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FEDERAL BURCAU OF 1NV431IS 
j AUG 3 193. 
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